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P-R-0-C-E-D-I-N-G-S

6:45 p.m.
CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Good evening, Ladies
and Gentlemen. This 1is a Public Hearing of the

Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia for
November 3, 2003.

My name is Carol Mitten. And Jjoining me
this evening this evening 1is our Vice Chairman
Anthony Hood, and Commissioner Peter May. And I have
to apologize for us getting started late tonight.

I was delayed and it’s my fault. The
subject of this evening’s hearing is Zoning
Commission Case Number 03-21. This is a request of
Saint Coletta of Greater Washington Incorporated for
approval of a Consolidated Planned Unit Development
and a related map amendment for property located at
19 Street, Southeast and Independence Avenue
Southeast, known as lot 800 in sgquare 1112E.

Notice of today’s hearing was published in
the D.C. Register on September 19, 2003. And copies
of that Hearing Notice are in the wall bin near the
door, if you would like a copy.

This hearing will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11DCMR Section
3022, which are the procedures for contested cases.

The order of procedures will be as follows.
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We will begin with preliminary matters,
followed by the presentation of the Applicant’s case,
the report by the Office of Planning, reports of any
other Government Agencies, report of the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission that’s affected, in this case
it’s 6B, organizations and persons in support,
organizations and persons 1in opposition, and then
finally rebuttal by the Applicant.

The following time <constraints will Dbe
maintained in this hearing. The Applicant will have
60 minutes to make their presentation. Organizations
will have five minutes, individuals will have three
minutes.

The Commission intends to adhere to these
time limits as strictly as possible in order to hear
the <case 1in a reasonable period of time. The
Commission reserves the right to change the time
limits for presentations if necessary, and notes that
no time shall be ceded.

All persons appearing before the Commission
are to fill out two Witness Cards. And those cards
are on the table near the door, and there’s a few on
the table in front.

Upon coming forward to speak to the
Commission, please give both cards to the reporter
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who 1s sitting to our right. The decision of the
Commission in this case must be based exclusively on
the public record.

To avoid any appearance to the contrary,
the commission requests that persons present not
engage members of the Commission 1in conversation
during a recess, or at any other time.

Staff will Dbe available throughout the
hearing to discuss any procedural questions you might
have. And you can direct them to Mr. Bastida or Ms.
Schellin, if you have any questions.

Please turn off all beepers and cell phones
at this time so as not to disrupt these proceedings.

At this time, the Commission will consider any
preliminary matters. Mr. Bastida?

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson,
staff has no preliminary matters. The only matter is
that the Applicant has complied with the posted
requirements of the regulations.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr.
Bastida. I Dbelieve we have a motion from the
Applicant regarding the submission from ANC 6B. Mr.
DePuy, did you have anything that you’d like to add
to this motion before I ask for a response from ANC
6B? Anything?
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MR. DEPUY: No.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: All right, who’s here
representing ANC 6B this evening? Mr. Jarbo, this is
your opportunity to respond to the Applicant’s motion
either to strike certain issues and concerns that
your ANC has raised, or they’re requesting us to deny
great weight to you on these matters.

MR. JARBO: For the record, my name 1is
Kenan Jarbo. I am the Vice Chair of ANC 6B’s
Planning and Zoning Committee, and Commissioner for
ANC 6BO05.

I would be happy to respond if I had ever
seen the motion. I have no copy of the motion.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Well, you’re going to
get one in a moment. I'1l give you the substance of
it in a nutshell. There are certain issues that you
have raised that the Applicant feels are not relevant
to a proceeding before the Zoning Commission.

And, maybe you will want to begin with the
bottom of page one of the motion. That sort of goes
to the heart of the issue that they take. And we’ll
give you a minute to review that.

MR. JARBO: I think I can respond to most
of these. I would simply state that issues such as,
at the heart of this, 1is that they are apparently
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saying that this Commission has no authority to ask
them to do anything in terms of public benefits.

We are going to testify that public
benefits, in this particular case, have to do with
the nearby development. And that goes to the issue
of building the Burke Street to city specifications,
putting in money in escrow to build the Burke Street,
issues such as tree escrows, and all of these items.

Frankly, if vyou 1look at what the Zoning
Commission has authorized in a number of PUD’s, it’s
all outside of a number of projects. Public benefits
often go outside of the boundaries of the specific
project.

They seem to be, without me going into
great deal in reading this, saying that you have to
put this only within the boundaries of the project.
That, I believe -- I'm not going to go over the
precedence that they’ve cited here.

I think you can look back in your own case
history. The PUD at, I'm thinking of the one on
Constitution Avenue, that was done a year or so ago -
- 1t was required that they give money to the local
school, that they do planting, on the --

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: I believe you are
speaking of the Bryan School on Independence Avenue.
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MR. JARBRO: The Bryan School, excuse me.
There are so many schools we are converting up there.
I get confused as to which ones they are.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.

MR. JARBO: The PUD application for the DOT
headgquarters included a lot of planting, i.e. the
Canal Park, five million dollars for the Canal Park,
and the building of adjacent streets. I just don’t
see a precedence for this.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, SO you' re
opposed to the motion to --

MR. JARBO: I am strongly opposed to this
motion.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: All right, thank you.

I don’'t think we need any response, I think we’re
good. I turn to the Commission now and ask how you’d
like to proceed.

My wview would be it’s very rare that we
actually strike anything from the record, so I would
not be in favor of that. And I think we need to take
the position of the ANC and the spirit which it has
offered.

I think what they outlined on page two of
their submission, 1if I can Jjust, maybe, fill in a
little bit of what Mr. Jarbo would say if he had more
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time to prepare on the ANC report.

And I think this is the heart of it. While
the ANC understands and does not object to the Public
Amenity Package outlined by the Applicant, we feel
that this is not adequate in this situation.

And I think that the conditions that are
being offered by the ANC are, what they would
consider to be, adequate amenities. Whether the
Applicant chooses to avail themselves of those is not
for us to decide.

And, as we have treated other cases, it is
not for us to tell the Applicant what amenities to
proffer. It is merely for us to judge the adequacy
of the amenities that they do proffer to us.

The ANC’s position is that those are
inadequate, and they’ re proffering additional
amenities. And it will turn on our decision about
whether or not what’s been proffered is adequate, at
the end of the day.

And so, I would move that we deny the
motion to strike and that we allow the testimony to
develop and the ANC to make their case. And then
we’ll decide what is appropriately given great
weight.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I’11 second that
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motion, Madam Chair, for all the above reasons that
you stated.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any discussion? Okay,
all of those in favor of the motion to deny the
motion to strike say aye please. Ms. Schellin, would
you record the vote, please.

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, staff will record the
vote three to zero to two to deny the Applicant’s
motion to strike. Commissioner Mitten moving,
Commissioner Hood seconding, Commissioner May 1in
favor, Commissioners Parsons and Hannaham not
present, not voting.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Mr. DePuy,
did you have any other preliminary matters before we
proceed?

MR. DEPUY: No.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: All right, then I'd
ask you to bring your team to the table. I did want
a bit of clarification. You had sent resumes in of
the folks that you were planning to call as expert
witnesses.

Mr. George has Dbeen here before, and I
don’t know how to pronounce the architect’s name, Mr.
Diebboll?

MR. DEPUY: Diebboll.
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CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Diebboll, and it’s
clear to me that he’s being proffered as an expert in
architecture. But I’'m not precisely clear about Ms.
Goltsman, what she’s being proffered as an expert in.

MR. DEPUY: 1In landscape architecture.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Landscape architecture
and were those the three?

MR. DEPUY: That is correct.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: All right, is there
any objection to it? Those are the three you are
proffering as experts.

MR. DEPUY: That is correct.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any objections?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: None, besides the
officers, have the other two been granted expert in
front of this Commission. And unfortunately, I don’t
have one them’s resume in front of me.

But, have they ever been presented in front
of this Commission as an expert witness?

MR. DEPUY: Mr. Hood, two of the witnesses
are from out of town and, I believe, this is their
first presentation before you.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: I'm sorry, Ms.
Schellin, you were bringing me something.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any objection? All
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right, we are ready to proceed, Mr. DePuy.

MS. SCHELLIN: Should we swear in the
witnesses first?

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Oh, thank vyou. I'm
going to ask all of those wishing to testify this
evening to rise now and take the oath that Ms.
Schellin will administer.

(Whereupon, the Witnesses were sworn.)

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you for
reminding me about that. I get carried away
sometimes. Whenever you’re ready.

MR. DEPUY: Thank you, Madam Chair, and for
the record, I’'m Jacques DePuy. Appearing as co-
counsel with me is Stephanie Baldwin. Both of us are
of the firm of Greenstein, Delorne & Lochis.

In view of the time constraints, I'm going
to not give an opening statement, but simply identify
our witnesses and have them give their testimony.

First, will Dbe Sharon Raimo and Kathleen
Padian, representing Saint Coletta. Second will be
John Diebboll from Michael Graves & Associates
Architects. Third will Dbe Susan Goltsman of MIG
Landscape Architect.

Fourth will be Osborne George from OR
George & Associates Transportation, Planning. And
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finally, Jude McKenna from A Morton Thomas. And, at
this point I’d call wupon Sharon Raimo and Kathy
Padian to give their statement to the Commission.

MS. RAIMO: Good evening Madam Chairperson.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: I need you to turn on
your microphone.

MS. RAIMO: Oh, I'm sorry. Good evening
Madam Chairperson, Members of the Zoning Commission.

I’'m Sharon Raimo. I am Executive Director of Saint
Coletta of Greater Washington.

I’'m also a 30 year resident of Washington,
of Capital Hill in particular. I am Jjoined by
Kathleen Padian, who 1is the Director of Development
at Saint Coletta’s.

And we are speaking in support of

Application number 03-21. I'm going to begin with
some brief background information about our
organization.

Saint Coletta of Greater Washington is a
501C3, not for profit, corporation. Though Saint
Coletta began under the auspices of the Catholic
Diocese of Arlington, it is not now affiliated with
any religious organization.

For over 45 years, individuals with mental
retardation and autism, and their families, have
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counted on Saint Coletta to provide them with our
special blend of educational, therapeutic, and
vocational services.

Saint Coletta’s program is ever-evolving to
meet the individual needs of each child. At Saint
Coletta the curriculum is the child and the study of
the child as leaner is continual and constant.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Can you see okay
there?

MS. RAIMO: Yes, I can. Saint Coletta was
founded in 1959 by Hazel and Joseph Hagerty. Over
the intervening years, Saint Coletta has expanded its
facilities and refined its programs.

In 1996 facing yet one more move to a
rental space, the Board of Trustees and
Administration made the decision to finance the
purchase of our first permanent facility.

The ideal space would be metro accessible,
and in a neighborhood that allowed the students to
because part of the community. The space that was
chosen was in 0Old Town Alexandria, representing the
first time in 35 years that the school would not be
in Arlington.

The citizens of Alexandria, knowing very
little about Saint Coletta and who we were, welcomed
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us with open arms and hearts. In 1997 Saint Coletta

became a provider of Medicaid wavers services for

adults with retardation, autism, and multiple
disabilities.
Saint Coletta of Greater Washington

currently operates three facilities in Alexandria,
serving 165 students, and 26 adult clients, supported
by 180 staff Members, including 15 Special Education
Teachers and 80 para-professionals.

All of our students and adults, the lovely
people that they are, are functioning within the
mentally retarded range. And most have secondary
disabling conditions, such as hearing impairments,
speech language disorders, orthopedic impairments,
cerebral-palsy, seizure disorders, or other health
impairments.

Nearly 20 percent of our people use wheel
chairs. Many children and adults are non-verbal, and
use some type of voice output device, or picture
communication system, to be able to express
themselves.

Some of our children use feeding tubes to
get nourishment, while others breathe through
tracheotomies. The level of disabilities found at
the school requires an intensive student-to-staff
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ratio.

At Saint Coletta we strive to provide all
the supports that our people need, educational,
therapeutic, medical, and emotional. Our students
need to achieve the highest 1level of independence
possible.

And it is our Jjob to give that to them.
Our current population is composed of 80 percent
minority students. And, roughly, 25 percent of our
students liven in foster care, group homes, or with
extended family Members.

Many have endured abuse, abandonment, or
the death of their parents. Many of our families
rely on public assistance as their primary source of
income. And sometimes our students come to school
improperly medicated, sick, hungry, tired,
malnourished, in pain, or emotionally distraught.

Saint Coletta becomes the place they call
home, the place where they celebrate their birthdays
and holidays, the place where they make their
memories and find empowerment and support.

Saint Coletta accepts students only by
referral from Montgomery County, Prince George’s,
Charles, and Alexandria City, the City of Manassas,
Arlington, Fairfax, and Loudon Counties.
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In the District, where 67 percent of our
students reside, students come to wus from court
proceedings, settlement agreements, hearing officers’
determinations.

In other words, students join the program
only when the public jurisdiction has determined that
the students’ needs cannot be met in a less
restrictive setting, in a public school.

Teachers, therapists, job  coaches, and
educational assistants work together on a daily basis
to provide a cohesive approach for each child, with
consistent expectations and goals.

Every child at Saint Coletta receives the
therapies and services he or she needs, regardless of
the cost. The annual tuition is paid for each child
by the local school jurisdiction, and is based on the
actual cost of direct care.

The tuition includes speech language
therapy, behavior services, music therapy, and
adaptive physical education, nursing services,
assistive technology services, social work services,
hot lunch, and snack.

Each year our development program raises,
approximately, 500,000 dollars to meet the general
operating cost of the school through foundation
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grants, gifts from individuals, from the United Way,
and the combined federal campaign, and revenue from
special events.

The money raised through the campaign for

this new facility 1s completely separate from the

annual fund donations. And we couldn't meet our
operating expenses without these annual fund
donations.

The quality of Saint Coletta’s program can
be attested to by the frequent monitoring visits paid
by the contracting jurisdictions. Our enrollment is
nearly ten times what it was in 1993.

And in the seven years since purchasing our
first building in Alexandria, we have quadrupled in
size. Saint Coletta continues to maintain a waiting
list for admission for both the school and the adult
program.

Saint Coletta has always been mindful of
the fact that the majority of the students and half
of the adults that we serve are from the District of
Columbia.

We have long felt the necessity of locating
a program closer to the people that we serve. For
the past five vyears, we have been focused on
identifying an appropriate site from which to provide
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services in the District of Columbia.

Saint Coletta is recognized as an innovator
in Special Education, ©providing all therapeutic
services, and an integrated model with a team
approach.

Saint Coletta serves students and adults
with challenging behaviors, enabling them to continue
to 1live within the community, rather than 1in
expensive, residential and institutional settings.

Home-school communication and parental
involvement are essential ingredients for success in
any school. For this reason alone, Saint Coletta’s
location in the District is crucial for the students
and the families that we serve.

Now I will let Kathy Padian talk to you for
a little bit.

MS. PADIAN: As Sharon has previously
stated, Saint Coletta began searching for a location
in Washington, beginning in 1999, when we reached
capacity in our Alexandria facility.

At the beginning of 2001, and still without
an appropriate site, we were approached by District
of Columbia officials who had heard about our search
for property.

With help from the Offices of Economic
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Development and Planning, we Dbegan a search of
available properties 1in the District. We look at
abandoned public school buildings, and we look at the
Saint Elizabeth Hospital campus.

But all of these buildings had asbestos,
had lead paint, were completely inaccessible, to the
disabled. We decided that it would be much too
costly to retrofit one of those buildings, and it was
preferable to build from the ground up.

A few months later, Council Member Sharon
Ambrose suggested that we consider a site in Ward Six
that was previously occupied by the old D.C. jail, a
piece of property at the intersection of 19™ Street
and Independence Avenue, South East.

The site is part of a 67 acre parcel known
as Reservation 18 that, until recently, had been home
to D.C. General Hospital. After visiting the site in
June of 2001, and expressing interest, we discovered,
through a title search, that the Federal Government
owned the land.

Subsequently, in October of 2001, the Mayor
of D.C. asked that GSA initiated transfer of
jurisdiction. Pursuant to their request, use of the
entire 67 acres was transferred to the District for
no compensation.
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This transfer was completed in November of
2002. While the Federal Government was working on
the terms of the transfer of the land, the D.C.
Council expressed concern over what would be
developed on Reservation 13.

This concern prompted the Council to
require that a Public Master-Planning take place
before any development could happen on the site. It
is unfortunate that, at the very first community
meeting, on January 23, 2002, a map of Reservation 13
was shown as a blank slate to the community.

Even though numerous D.C. and Federal
officials knew that Saint Coletta was interested in a
ground lease on this site, it was not indicated at
that time.

This was in hindsight, we feel, an
oversight on the part of the Office of Planning. At
the next meeting, in February of 2002, pertaining to
Reservation 13, the O0Office of Planning disclosed
Saint Coletta’s plans.

However, because of the sequence of events,
this was perceived by many as a back-door deal, with
no opportunity for public input. As you can
appreciate, some people were upset about the process,
and felt upset, felt blind-sighted, or angry.
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Notwithstanding this unfortunate beginning,
Saint Coletta has participated in every aspect of the
planning process, from the community charette, to
meetings with the ANC, the City Council, the Office
of Planning, and the Department of Transportation.

This process has been very public, and has
also has given interested parties numerous
opportunities to voice their concerns. As discussed
later, we have not only listened to the public, but
we have made many significant revisions to our plans
to accommodate many of their legitimate concerns.

After much public debate, the D.C. Council
voted to accept the draft Master Plan for Reservation
13 on January 7, 2003. The proposed site for Saint
Coletta, at the Corner of 19" and Independence, was
included in that plan.

The ground lease for the property was
intensely debated for a number of months. And on May
14, 2003 Saint Coletta testified for the Sub-
Committee on Latino Affairs Human Rights and Property
Management regarding those terms.

Community members had another chance to be
heard during this hearing. Saint Coletta addressed
concerns of D.C. Council Members and the community,
and as a result, all property South of where the
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future Burke Street will pass through this site, was
stricken from the ground base.

On July 8 of this vyear, the D.C. Council
voted to award Saint Coletta the amended ground lease
for approximately four acres of land, for 99 vyears,
at a cost of one dollar per year, along with the
temporary use of an existing parking lot adjacent to
the property.

The vote for approval was an overwhelming
11 in favor and two opposed. The lease was signed by
the city in August. The terms of this lease have
been characterized by our opponents as a sweetheart
deal.

When in truth, it i1s not unusual for a non-
profit or a charter school to receive such a lease in
exchange for providing much needed services for the
community.

I'd 1like to tell you a 1little bit about
what we plan to do at the site, at Reservation 13.
We plan to build a school and day support program for
250 individuals, most of who will reside in the
District.

After an extensive search for the right
person to embrace our ideas, and Jjoin us in this
effort, Saint Coletta was thrilled to secure the
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services of internationally acclaimed architect
Michael Graves.

The facility will be, approximately, 99,000
square feet of space that is designed in accordance
with our philosophy, and our approach to education.
We feel very fortunate to have found an architect and
an entire design team dedicated to creating a state
of the art facility, completely designed with its
future occupants in mind.

The building is organized around our
philosophy of building community through our
interactions each day. Therefore, the plans call for
a 9,000 square foot interior space that we call the
Village Green.

And most of the building surrounds this
space. You will here more about the building design
from architect John Diebboll, a principal from
Michael Graves & Associates, who has been working
with us on this project for two years.

Saint Coletta plans for this building to
become a national model in providing services for the
severely disabled. Because, as you know, the metro
runs underneath 19" Street at this site, we were not
allowed to build on the first 50 feet of the
property.
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This required easement has allowed us to
utilize this space for a series of outdoor classrooms
that are designed by Susan Goltsman, of Moore,
Aitsofano, & Goltsman, a landscape design firm in
Berkley, California.

Ms. Goltsman was specifically chosen to
design this outdoor space because of her reputation
as an expert in designing accessible environments for
children.

Saint Coletta also plans to take great
advantage of the metro accessibility at this site.
More than 55 percent of our current staff members in
Alexandria, take advantage of metrocheck, and use the
metro that is four blocks from our current facility.

We anticipate that this number of metro
riders will be even higher at our D.C. location. In
addition, our students use the metro every day.
After they arrive at school our Vocational Training
Program also trains our students to use the metro
system to get to and from job sites, where we hope,
in the future, they will be able to do that on their
own.

The Dbuilding design features some much
needed community amenities, and Sharon’s going to
tell you a little bit more about those in a minute.
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We estimate the cost of construction of the facility
to be about 20 million dollars.

The amount will be raised and/or financed
by Saint Coletta, and represents a major investment
in the neighborhood, and 1in the city. More
importantly, it signals a new day for children and
adults with severe cognitive, and multiple
disabilities, in our nation’s Capitol.

I'd like to tell you a little bit about the
extensive outreach of the community, and our response
to a number of public agencies. The two vyears
leading wup to this moment have included numerous
community meetings and invitations to our future
neighbors to visit us in Alexandria, to learn about
our organization.

The four community members that the council
Member Sharon Ambrose selected to serve on the
Reservation 13 Planning Committee took us up on our
invitation, and spent a morning at the school to see
the children we serve, and the type of facility that
we plan to bring to Capitol Hill.

This group included Ken Jarbo, who the
then-chairman of ANC 6B. Saint Coletta
representatives were also active participants in a
three day community planning charette in March of
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2002.

We attended all three days of meetings,
distributed information about the project, and give a
detailed presentation about our ©plans for the
facility.

Saint Coletta has been to several meetings
of ANC 6B, their Planning and Zoning Committee, and
the full ANC Commission meetings. In between those
meetings, we stayed in contact with several members
of the Commission.

We hosted two open community meetings. The
first was held at RFK Stadium on May 5, 2003, where
our design team and representative of the DCPS
Department of Special Education joined us to explain
our plans.

The second meeting was held on June 18,
2003. We were able to first walk the site with our
architect and landscape architect, along with the
community.

And we brought our design team in
specifically to address their concerns. We also
responded, at that second meeting, to any of the
concerns that were raised at the first meeting.

And that included over 100 questions that
were emailed to us. We posted the answers on our
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website, along with more recent renderings of the
building.

Since that time, a Community Advisory
Committee was formed, and is made up of 11 members to
represent different local organizations. Sharon 1is
going to tell you a little bit more about that as
well.

Over the past few years, we have had
numerous meetings with the Office of Planning, and
more recently, with the Department of Transportation,
also with the Consultants who were hired to help the
city with the grading and infrastructure plans for
the rest of Reservation 13.

In October we presented our plans to the
Zoning Committee to the Capitol Hill Restoration
Society. Saint Coletta’s architects have adjusted
the design on several occasions to comply with
requests from city planners, members of AND 6B, and
individual community members.

A list of the most significant changes 1is
shown here, and include moving the 1location of the
entire building twice, redesigning the South entry to
address the metro station, redesigning a number of
landscape elements along 19 Street, and at the corner
of 19 and Independence, and also adding 24 hours
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security to our future operating budget.

Throughout the discussion surrounding the
design, our architects, landscape designer, and civil
engineer have kept the Master Plan for Reservation 13
as their focus.

You are going to hear details from each of
them about this topic later. Sharon is now going to
continue with the specifics of our PUD application.

MS. RAIMO: Because Reservation 13 has been
under federal control, the site 1s currently not
zoned. When the transfer of Jurisdiction was
accepted by the D.C. Council, and in order to retain
some control over design and uses, it was determined
that a Planned Unit Development would be a
requirement for anyone locating on the site.

In addition, the Office of Planning
suggested that, through the PUD process, Saint
Coletta could move forward with our Zoning
Application, despite of the fact that the base zoning
of the entire reservation would not be completed in
time for us to move ahead.

Saint Coletta is applying for both the map
amendment for SP-1 zoning, which was suggested by the
Office of Planning, and for a PUD, without needing
any of the exceptions from height and density
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requirements usually associated with such an
application.

In fact, Saint Coletta’s project could
exist as a matter of right 1in an R-4 zone.
Notwithstanding that we don’t seek any exceptions for
FAR, height, or other benefits from the PUD process,
as required under PUD we are offering a number of
benefits and amenities to the community.

The first, and most important, of these is
the services that Saint Coletta will provide to the
children and adults of Washington D.C. who suffer
from cognitive disabilities.

Currently 104 of our students reside in the
District of Columbia. In addition to this most
obvious benefit, Saint Coletta 1is offering to the
community the use of a full court gymnasium, a 2,500
square foot community room with full service kitchen,
and a 9,000 square foot Village Green.

These amenities will be available for use
community groups after school hours and on weekends.

In order to ascertain interested groups, Saint
Coletta has formed a Community Advisory Committee
composed of individuals from ANC 6B, the Capitol Hill
Group Ministry, D.C. Special Olympics, CHAMPS, Based-
Street Neighborhood, Sports on the Hill, as well as a
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representative from the Office of Council Member
Sharon Ambrose.

This group has met twice, thus far, once on
September 29, and again on October 27. And it will
continue to meet through the construction and opening
of the facility.

Many of the suggestions of this group have
already Dbeen incorporated into our plans. The
intensive needs of our students and our adults will
also provide an employment opportunity for the
surrounding neighbors.

We will need approximately 200 staff
members. The majority of these positions
paraprofessionals, such as one-to-one aids, classroom
assistants, and job coaches, require only that an
individual have a high school diploma and a kind
heart.

Additionally, Saint Coletta will hire
Special Education teachers, therapists, facility
maintenance workers, administrators, and
administrative assistants.

Our hope 1is that the majority of these
workers will come from the District of Columbia, and
from the surrounding neighborhood. Saint Coletta
will sign a First Source Agreement with a goal of
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hiring 51 percent District residents.

Saint Coletta began serving children from
the District of Columbia 13 years ago. And the
enrollment of students from the District has steadily
increased during this time.

Presently, 66 percent of our students and
60 percent of our adult clients are District
residents. Throughout the process of securing
property and planning for this expansion, Saint
Coletta has worked closely with city officials and
the Office of the Mayor, the City Council, and the
leadership of D.C. Public Schools.

We remain committed to providing a quality,
educational, therapeutic, and vocational program to
as many District residents as the School System and
the Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities will refer to us.

As a condition of our lease, the District
will receive the right of the first refusal, on 100
percent of available spaces of this new facility. Of
the 115 current students and adults from District of
Columbia that we will be serving there, 33 percent
live within two miles of the proposed site.

We expect this number to increase once the
building is open. We are also committed to providing
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training and staff development workshops to teachers,
therapists, and aids employed by D.C. Public Schools.

We are, in fact, beginning a pilot training
module this year, which will be offered to DCPS staff
at a reduced cost. We envision offering student
teaching experiences and clinical experiences to
teachers and therapists from 1local colleges and
universities.

We also plan to offer parent trainings.
And we hope that these can be expanded to include
members of the wider community. In addition, we hope
to work with Easter High School, our nearest public
school neighbor, on a Career Opportunity and Training
Program.

Now I’d like to say a few words about some
of the support that we have received 1in the
community. We have been very pleased to have the
support of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society, as
well as the considerable support of the D.C. Council,
the Office of the Mayor, and the Office of Planning.

We have also received strong support and
encouragement from residents of Capitol Hill, and
from others throughout the District of Columbia.
Unfortunately, we are disappointed at the position

taken by ANC 6B.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

Despite our numerous appearances before
this Dbody, they have consistently chosen to ignore
the benefits that will clearly flow from this project
to the most neglected and underserved of our
citizens.

Instead, they have fueled the fires, and
given credence to the absurd notions, circulating
among some chat-rooms and online newsletters of
Capitol Hill, that Saint Coletta, a relatively small,
nonprofit, has hidden coffers of cash, that would
cover the cost of building city streets and providing
other infrastructure on Reservation 13.

This project is not a money-making
proposition. It is a charitable one. We are not
building a shopping mall, or an office building. We
don’t collect rents from office tenants or retail
stores.

We are helping children. The stark reality
is that Saint Coletta is building a facility that
will cost over 20 million dollars, and we have raised
only 10 million of that, to date.

With specific respect to the
recommendations of ANC 6B that Saint Coletta pay for
the cost of Burke Street, including 50 percent of the
cost of its extension all the way to the Anacostia
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River, and the cost of the site preparation work for
a parcel south of our property that we don’t own, and
the cost of a tree escrow.

We are a small nonprofit whose mission is
the education of the multiply disabled. We have very
special children and adults, we have to care for
them, we simply don’t have the money for these very
costly expenditures.

Furthermore, these items have no bearing
on, or relationship to, our PUD application. Thus we
believe that the request that we pay for them is,
frankly, unreasonable.

With regard to the recommendation that the
design of our project be submitted to the Historic
Preservation Review Board, I attach to my statement
two letters from the Historic Preservation Division,
that indicate that HPRB has no jurisdiction over this
project.

These letters state, in addition, that we
have satisfied all historic preservation
requirements, including undertaking an archeological
study, that has been completed at our own expense.

That is Exhibit B. Again, with respect to
Burke Street, and the specific response to DDOT’s
recommendation that Saint Coletta pay for the design
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and construction of a public street, permit me two
additional comments beyond the points I have already
made.

First, we have Dbeen working with the
executive and legislative Dbranches of the D.C.
government for over two years on this project. And,
at no point, during this long process, including our
negotiations for a lease, was there ever any mention
about Saint Coletta paying for city streets.

We think it is grossly unfair to even

1" hour. In

suggest such a huge expense at the 1
addition, there are a number of technical reasons why
building Burke Street isn’t feasible, and would
dramatically delay our project perhaps by 18 to 24
months.

These points will be addressed Dby other
witnesses. Second, we have approached individuals,
foundations, and government agencies for grants and
donations for this project.

And such grants and donations have been
made for the construction and equipping of a facility
to serve very needy children and adults. To even
suggest that we would use these funds to build a city
street would be a violation of the terms under which
we accepted such financial support.
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On a more positive note, and as previously
stated, Saint Coletta is focused on the inclusion of
individuals with disabilities in a larger community.

A large part of our mission 1s to share our
experience and talents with our neighbors by going
out to participate in Job sites, or leisure
activities, or by bringing community members in to
participate in the daily activities of Saint Coletta.

Our students and staff members have much to
offer the Capitol Hill neighborhood. And we hope
that those opposed to this project will learn what
Alexandrians already  know, that Dbringing Saint
Coletta into your community benefits not only those
we serve, but everyone surrounding us as well.

In closing, the entire Saint Coletta
community is grateful for the opportunity to expand
our services to the Nation’s Capitol. We understood
that there would be Dbumps 1in the road when we
undertook this project.

In spite of these obstacles, we remain
eager to extend our program and our hearts to include
more children and adults, and their families, while
providing a model for a better way of serving persons
with disabilities in our city.

Thank vyou for this opportunity to appear
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before you and explain our plans. We would be happy
to answer any questions you may have.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou, we will
save our questions till the end.

MR. DEPUY: Thank vyou. Our next witness

will be John Diebboll of the firm Michael Graves &

Associates. Mr. Diebboll?
MR. DIEBBOLL: Thank vyou Jacque. Good
evening, my name 1s John Diebboll. When Michael

Graves & Associates were 1invited to design this
project, almost two years ago, we felt privileged to
be offered such an extraordinary opportunity.

During our first visits to Saint Coletta’s
school in Alexandria, we experienced an immediate
connection with the students and staff, and realized
that this would be a once in a lifetime challenge.

At the time, none of us could have foreseen
that, a year later, Michael Graves himself would be
stricken with a mysterious illness, leaving him
partially paralyzed and unable to walk, an event that
has given him a deeper personal insight to many of
the issues and problems that Saint Coletta students
face every day.

In time, we also became more familiar with
the concerns of the community surrounding the PUD
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sight in Reservation 13. And we have received many
helpful comments from the Office of Planning.

We feel the design will be a unigque and
exciting synthesis of many points of view,
architectural, urbanistic, education, and symbolic.
We propose to design a school for students with
cognitive disabilities, with the intent of creating a
national prototype for other schools to use as a
model.

To accomplish this we have listened
carefully to everyone, particularly those whose
critical remarks have been insightful. We intent to
incorporate a broad spectrum of input and comments
from our clients, as well as the Office of Planning
and various community groups, which we feel will
create a unique identity for Saint Coletta, an
identity that responds to the architectural and urban
qualities of the surrounding context.

Students, faculty, visitors, and neighbors
will be encouraged to see the school, as a collection
of different buildings, representing a variety of
purposes and functions.

Ultimately, we want to give the District of
Columbia citizens an architectural landmark that will
enhance their health, welfare, and personal safety.
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Furthermore, we want to give the students who attend
Saint Coletta, particularly those who 1live in the
district, a place that has the qualities of a
village, where each one can find their own unique
place in the community.

The site is located at the Northwest corner
of Reservation 13, at the intersection of
Independence Avenue and 19" Street. The site’s
southern boundary will be defined by a driveway which
anticipates the future extension of Burke Street.

And the existing parking lot on
Independence Avenue, will temporarily define the
site’s eastern boundary until 20" Street 1is built.
Hence, the Dbuilding is set Dback from the future
right-of-way defined by the Master Plan for
Reservation 13.

The design of the school building includes
five three story pavilions along Independence Avenue,
creating a substantial street wall, as proposed in
the Master Plan’s urban design guidelines, thereby
relating to the scale of the Armory Building in RFK
Stadium across the street.

In response to recent comments by the
Office of Planning, we have enhanced the street
wall’s relationship to Independence Avenue, by moving
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the entire building northward.

The first pavilion, at the corner of
Independence and 19", is cylindrical, and clearly
marks the school’s primary public entrance, recalling
other taller, like-forms in the District.

The other four pavilions are simple
geometric variations on a cube, relating to
architectural elements in the neighborhood, as well
as to educational elements in the school.

The center pavilion marks the location of a
two story, multi-purpose space that serves as the
school’s main dining facility during the day and a
community room available to the public after school
hours, and on weekends.

All five pavilions sit on a continuous base
of blue stucco, a playful use of concrete, one of the
predominant materials 1in the neighborhood. The
colorful stucco helps to convey the bright spirit of
the school, and its students.

Above the base, glazed clay tiles cover
each of the pavilions, each a different color to
emphasize the Joyful and positive nature of the
school’s mission.

Collectively they recall examples of poly-

chromatic street walls that have evolved over time in
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the surrounding area. Perpendicular to the pavilions
along Independence Avenue 1s a central, three-story,
sky-1lit, atrium hallway, the Village Green, which
organizes the building along a single axis.

Clearly defined by a barrel-vault, the
Village Green’s painted metal roof is punctuated with
a series of lantern-like monitors. Classrooms and
studios group together in house-like structures with
gabled, painted metal roofs, line both sides of the
atrium.

These houses are organized by age group,
and each contains several expandable classrooms,
various offices, bathrooms, kitchens, and elevators.

The mechanical equipment will be hidden from view Dby
seven foot high parapet walls that are colored to
match the metal roof, thereby eliminating all roof
structures as defined by the code.

The west facade, along 19" Street,
maintains a human scale that matches the character of
the residential neighborhood, Jjust opposite the PUD
site, appearing as a row of prototypical homes, with
a large scale brick pattern of cream colored, cast
stone Jjoints, set 1into a terracotta stucco, a
whimsical reference to the brick houses seen up and

down every street.
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The south facade of the building, near the
metro station’s elevator, and along the driveway that
anticipates the eventual extension of Burke Street,
combines the arched pavilion on Independence Avenue,
with the domestic fenestration on 19 Street, to
create a second inviting entrance.

The east facade, identical to the west,
also has entrances, one for students, and one for
staff and deliveries. In an effort to maximize the
safety and welfare of the students, their entrance is
located behind the building, far from public streets
and traffic.

The loading dock provided meets the matter-
of-right requirements for the SP-1 zone, and 1is
located adjacent to the school’s kitchen, behind the
gymnasium.

The gymnasium extends eastward, from the
main body of the building, toward the existing
parking lot along Independence Avenue, and is entered
through the triangular shaped pavilion at the
Northeast corner of the school.

Similar to the Community Room, this
facility will be available to the public after school
hours and on weekends. As stated in the Office of
Planning’s report, the proposed SP-1 zoning for the
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site will allow for compatibility with the R-4
zoning, the existing land uses, and the Master Plan,
becoming a buffer between the lower-density
residential to the west, and the more intensive uses
to the east and south.

Regarding height and density, the project
falls well within the PUD guidelines for an SP-1 zone
district. Regarding parking, the required amount of
103 spaces utilizes a 25 percent parking reduction
allowed for non-residential buildings located within
800 feet of a metro station.

This determination is based upon the fact
that all students will arrive by bus, and 50 percent
of the staff and teachers will wuse transit. 106
spaces have been provided, including 100 spaces in
the existing parking lot to the east, and six
handicap spaces directly in front of the building,
near the main entrance.

The Office of Planning had suggested that
these six spaces be located in the main parking lot,
however a substantial grade change makes this
solution unworkable.

In response to the Office of Planning’s
concern, we have integrated landscaping into the
parking to soften its impact, and have moved the
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entire building to the north as close as possible to
Independence Avenue.

In response to the Office of Planning’s
recommendation to place some or all of the parking
under the Dbuilding, we studied several different
solutions and determined that it would be both too
costly and impractical for Saint Coletta to consider
these.

With regards to loading, in compliance with
the requirements for buildings that are less than
100,000 square feet, we have provided one berth, at
30 feet, one loading platform at 100 square feet, and
one service delivery loading space at 20 feet,
located Dbehind the building, and adjacent to the
kitchen.

It should be noted that for budgetary
reasons, the size of the building was recently
reduced to 99,000 square feet, and that the Office of
Planning’s original calculations for loading dock
requirements were based upon a building in excess of
100, 000.

In summary, I have reviewed the
requirements, standards, and polices for a PUD and
believe our application satisfies and complies with
such requirements.
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Bases on such standards, I believe the SP-1
zone district is appropriate for this site,
particularly in conjunction with a PUD, and is also
consistent with the Reservation 13 Master Plan, and
the D.C. Comprehensive Plan.

The proposed project will begin the
revitalization of Reservation 13, and the enhancement
of the area, through superior design elements and
site planning.

The project will replace existing
unutilized land with a Dbuilding that exhibits a
strong physical identity and character that 1is in
scale with the surrounding context.

The proposed two to three story structure
is below the maximum allowable height of 65 feet, and
uses approximately half of the maximum allowable lot
occupancy.

The smaller, more residential looking
components of the building face the houses across
19"  Street, while the larger, more commercial
looking buildings face the Armory and Stadium on
Independence Avenue.

The proposed project is consistent with the
Master Plan’s core principles, and is also consistent
with the Comprehensive Plan, and specifically
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addresses the urban design goals in sections 701 and
701.1.

In response to the Office of Planning’s
request for details on the materials, we have brought
samples of the paint and metal roofing, stucco, cast
stone, and glazed clay tiles.

Although the proposed materials do not
include any of the brick used predominantly in the
neighborhood, we have created a large scale pattern
of Dbrick coursing in the facades, which we feel
amplifies and celebrates this means of construction.

Similarly, the cast stones surrounding all
the windows and doors relates directly to the stone
and concrete used 1in many of the neighborhood’s
buildings.

Michael Graves and Associates have designed
other buildings in the District of Columbia,
including the International Finance Corporation
Headquarter, the US Court House, the Department of
Transportation Headquarters, and the restoration of
the Washington Monument.

In each case, we endeavor to create an
architectural character that uniquely reflects the
building’s program, and the specific nature of 1its
site and surrounding context.
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We intend to do the same for Saint Coletta.

The school’s house-like facades along 19 Street

will allow students and staff alike to identify with

their classrooms in a home-1like matter, a

compositional strategy that reflects the school’s
functions through figurative design.

The colorful pavilions on Independence
Avenue will celebrate the school’s mission 1in a
matter that is both bold and whimsical. Every
feature of Saint Coletta’s new building, including
the interior finishes, fixtures, colors and patterns,
carpeting, furniture, and accessories will be
considered and implemented into our vision for the
project.

Today, Michael Graves continues his
recovery and rehabilitation, slowly adapting to his
new and challenging perspective. He is grateful to
be alive, and thankful that he has been able to keep
working.

Thinking back to the Dbeginning of this
project, I recall our first wvisit to the school in
Alexandria. Nothing in our lives had prepared us for
that day.

And, in the 20 vyears I have worked with

Michael, I had never seen him so moved with emotion.
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Almost two years have passed, and I believe that in
addition to the many comments and concerns of all of
those who have participated in the development of
this project, the students are the ones who have
prepared us for this day.

We have designed this building for them,

and it embodies their incredible spirit. Thank you.
CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr.
Diebboll. Our next witness 1is Susan Goltsman. I

need you to turn on your microphone, please.

MS. GOLTSMAN: Thank vyou. The landscape
has three primary goals. The first one 1is to make
sure it 1s a proper outdoor learning environment for
the children they are serving.

It also has to integrate with the
neighborhood contacts and respect the Master Plan
that has been done. I'm going to walk you through
the site plan, by starting at the corner of 19
Street and Independence Avenue.

What we have done here 1is create a very
simple garden where we have 14 inch planter boxes
sitting on unit pavers. The 14 inch planter boxes
are designed to do two things, protect the vegetation
in the garden, and to also prevent cars from coming
over from the street and going into the plaza.
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On 19" Street we have an enhanced street-
scape. And what vyou see here is the outdoor
classrooms coming out from the Dbuilding, shade
structures next to a fence, a 15 foot planter strip
that also houses the vents from the metro station,
the walkway with a double row of trees, and then the
19" Street.

The outdoor classrooms along the whole side
of the building provide that 50 foot buffer that’s
required for the metro. And we have made use of it
by providing different kinds of outdoor classrooms
based on the different age groups.

So, the youngest children are at the front
end, and it goes to the older children. And each one
has a different age appropriate theme in there. The
classrooms in the middle are therapeutic rooms.

And so, you have music and art, and that’s
also spilling to the outside with a pathway that runs
through the whole entire site. So, all the
classrooms are connected.

The fencing along 19 Street was modified
after the Office of Planning and the neighbors
discussed different options. It is based on a 30
foot grid that picks up the rhythm of the building.

And we have three different types of
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panels. One is a solid panel at the beginning where
it comes off of the classroom with the trellis, so we
can do murals on the other side.

And then we are going to cover it with

vines on the 19

Street side. The next panel is an
open ornamental fence, so you can see through in and
out, with some vegetation along the bottom, to soften
the edge.

And then the third panel, which repeats
itself, is a mesh that we are going to grow vines on,
so 1it’s semi-permanent, semi-transparent. We also
have other site elements.

The fencing will be ornamental metal, and
we have a very simple trellis that will provide shade
in the summer, along the edge of every other
classroom. The parking and circulation, cars enter
where you see the parking sign, and the school buses
enter along the edge.

There’1ll be gates to prevent the buses or
cars from going in the back end. If you can put the
thing down the back end, yes. And children will line
up along the edge of the building -- could I have
that?

The buses come on in here, there’s a gate
here. So, during the school day, this is a grade, so
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kids will be able to use this area for play. When
the buses come, they line up along here, and the kids
load along this edge, and then they come out this
way.

This is to protect the children from the
traffic, and to keep the buses off the main streets.

The parking enhancements on the front of the
building, we’re adding more trees to the existing
parking lot to create a nicer look.

And we' re also - there was some
recommendation by the Planning Department to put the
disabled parking in parallel along the street. And
when we really studied that issue, we found it was a
very difficult fix, because you couldn't back-load a
van with a 1lift and get it to work with a parallel
parking situation, without giving up two whole
parking spots.

And so, we did a little cross-section here
to see where vyour visuals would go. If you're
sitting down here on the street, and this 1is the
sight line, the issue is if the car is parked here or
a car parked here, it’s not going to make a
difference, Dbecause you’re going to see the exact
same thing.

So, we felt, the issue about putting the
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car closer to the walkway was better served by moving
it closer to the building so it was a safer situation
for people exiting their vans and trying to walk in
front of the van, instead of behind the wvan.

We’ll go to the next one. We also have a
lighting plan. We’re proposing to use a very simple
light pole. It will be a slate blue, the same color
as the building, and with bollards along the pathway
system to, again, provide a diffused light along the
interior pathway.

The 1lights are down 1lights, so the 1light
shouldn’t be spilling over the neighborhood.

MR. DEPUY: Thank you. Our next witness is
Mr. Osborne George, Mr. George?

MR. GEORGE: Good evening, Madam Chair, and
Members of the Commission. For the record, I'm
Osborne George, pleased for the opportunity to appear
before you again.

We undertook various studies and analysis
in order to determine whether the Applicant’s
rezoning request and the PUD development proposal
would have any adverse impacts on the local area, or
otherwise be detrimental to the objectives and intent
to the Comprehensive Plan.

The length of period that we had to
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interact with both the 0Office of Planning and the
District of Columbia Department of Transportation
staff, allowed us to respond to issues to request for
data, and so on, that allows us to come before you
today, with a favorable approval from both of those
agencies, with respect to the transportation elements
of the application.

This allows me to be Dbrief with the
understanding that I would be available for vyour
tough questions at the appropriate time. In order to
summarize, I can say then that our conclusion was
based on a few key factors.

First of all, the site is very favorably
situated with respect to the regional roadway
network. There 1s a series of minor and principle
arterials running east-west and north-south.

And that’s one of the dreams of a
transportation engineer, to have intersections with
one-way streets, Dbecause this makes for much more
efficient operation, and a safe situation.

And this points us to the fact that the
site is located adjacent, again, to one-way eastbound
Independence Avenue, one-way northbound 19" Street.

A number of the other streets are likewise oriented.
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Other factors which allowed us to come to
our conclusion were the fact that the employees and
prospective students are well distributed. I think
you heard information from Saint Coletta that, at
present, 67 percent of the current enrollment reside
within the District of Columbia.

Approximately 33 percent reside within a
two mile radius. Those are all favorable factors.
Perhaps one of the most important factors relates to
its proximity to transit.

The site is located less than 200 feet from
one of the main portals to the Stadium-Armory Metro
Station, which is Jjust to the south. In addition to
the distance being small, there is not even the need
for passengers or for transit users to cross the
street.

The fact that Saint Coletta has a history
at 1its Alexandria site provided wus with a good
database with respect to vehicle occupancies, with
respect to modes of travel.

One factor that is worthy of note is that,
at present, 56 percent of the employees participate
in the metrocheck program, which the school sponsors.

Based on these factors, we were able to come up with
what we think are very reliable, trip generation
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estimates for the site, which they’re all in the
record.

And, again, they have Dbeen discussed
extensively with the Office of Planning and the
Department of Transportation. One of the elements of
the application that is before you is the request for
the waiver of the parking regquirements.

Part of the zoning regulation, based on the
staffing of just over 200, 137 parking spaces would
be required. As Mr. Diebboll pointed out, with a 75
percent reduction 103 spaces would be required.

If that allowance would be granted 106
spaces are provided, including 6 handicap spaces
located as you heard earlier. The zoning regulations
stipulate two <criteria for the granting of this
waiver.

One 1is that the building or structure be
located 1less than 800 feet from residential =zoned
land, in this case R-4, which is along the west side
of 19 street.

The other is that the site be in proximity
to a metro station facility that 1is either under
construction, or funded for construction. This
Armory metro station has been at its location for, I
think, quite a number of years.
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As far as the separation, we think that the
site 1is pretty much self contained. We believe that
the 106 parking spaces are well in excess 1in what
would typically be needed.

It’'s our computation that, given the
transit ridership, given the fact that no students
drive, obviously, that no buses are parked on the
site, we estimate that approximately 90 spaces would
be required on a daily basis, as compared to the 106
that is provided.

So, we would see no need, given the fact
that the parking 1is readily available, given the
proximity to transit, we would see no need for any
incursion or intrusion into the neighborhood.

We also find, based on our experience with
Saint Coletta at i1ts Alexandria site, that the
organization 1is pretty well managed, and we think
that with a commitment on their part they would be
able to ensure that that does not happen.

These are the key points, Madam Chair, I
would believe they indicate, first of all, that the
location of the development adjacent to transit is
completely in accordance with one of the key goals of
the Comprehensive Plan for transit orient
development.
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We believe that the location is otherwise
favorable, that parking would be adequate, and that
access and circulation would be safe and efficient.
For all of these reasons we have concluded that there
should be no adverse impacts, and no contravention of
the intent of the Master Plan. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.

MR. DEPUY: Thank vyou, Mr. George. Our
last witness is Jude McKenna from A. Morton Thomas.
Mr. McKenna?

MR. MCKENNA: Thank vyou. Good evening,
Members of the commission. Thank vyou for this
opportunity to offer testimony on behalf of Saint
Coletta of Greater Washington.

My name 1is Jude McKenna, and I am employed
as a Civil Engineer with the firm of A. Morton Thomas
and Associates, Incorporated, headquartered in
Rockville, Maryland.

A. Morton Thomas and Associates is retained
by Saint Coletta to provide surveying and civil
engineering services for this project. Allow me to
direct the Members’ attention to the exhibit labeled
C-0, and titled Existing Conditions Plan.

This plan 1s based wupon a field-run
topographic survey conducted by A. Morton Thomas and
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Associates, and includes the product of available
records research of subsurface utilities and
structures.

Of note are the following, the open, gently
sloping grass field area on Lot One, and the steep
grass slopes on the south and east areas of Lot One
nearest boundary with Reservation 13, the asphalt
paved vehicle parking lot and helicopter pad on lot
two, and the separate vehicle access points from
Independence Avenue and Reservation 13 to the parking
lot.

Also of note is the storm drain and storm
water management systems serving the eastern most of
the two parking lots. The subsurface utility mains
adjacent to the site in 19" Street and Independence
Avenue, particularly the water, sanitary sewer, storm
sewer, gas, electric, and telephone main lines.

Note also, that Lot One is in a District of
Columbia water and sewer authority combined sanitary
and storm sewer service area. Now please allow me to
direct the Members’ attention to the next exhibit, C-
1, the Civil Site Plan.

This plan shows the proposed Saint Coletta
building footprint, and asphalt paved, vehicle
parking and drive aisles 1in the context of the
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existing conditions plan, including the property and
lot lines.

Note the following, the easternmost of the
two existing parking lots, including the associated
Independence Avenue entrance and exit, 1s to be
retained, with modest modifications, and a reduction
in size.

The existing storm drain and storm water
management system serving this parking lot will be
retained, and will continue to be used as designed.
The modification and reuse of these relatively modern
and well functioning facilities will diminish the
total land disturbance, and reduce construction cost
for a nonprofit, community service entity.

Additionally, the construction of future
20" Street, at the time of the District’s choosing,
will require removal of any interim improvements to
Lot Two.

The new driveway, entrance only, from
Independence Avenue for passenger cars with direct
access to the handicap accessible parking area north
of the building.

The remaining existing parking lot is not
suitable for handicap accessible parking, due to the
strong, prevailing grade, approximately five percent
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Oor greater.

And so, separate handicap accessible
parking is required to be provided. The most
effective location for the handicapped accessible
parking, and the one that best meets other site
constraints, is north of the building, as shown.

The building is located on Lot One, as far
north and west, and as close to the metro easement
and Independence Avenue as 1s practical. The
building is to be slab on grade construction, with
shallow foundations.

The shallow foundations will be
supplemented by a pier system, where necessary to
protect differential settlement 1in 1light of the
discovery of unsuitable fill soils and the remnants
of the jail buildings foundation.

The building’s first floor elevation will
be within, approximately, two to three feet of the
existing grade. The building will have neither
vehicle parking nor office instructional space, below
the first floor.

Below-grade structured vehicle parking such
as has been recommended by the Office of Planning is
an expensive proposition in light of the availability
of existing, functioning, parking facilities, and is
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not within the project’s budgetary constraints.

In addition, the proximity of the
subsurface metro structure, and the presence of
unsuitable fill material, and the remnants of the
jail Dbuilding’s foundation, increase the complexity
of the task of engineering such a below-grade
structure.

Busses will exit Lot One onto a new one-way
driveway located in the future Burke Street right of
way. The driveway, and the future Burke Street right
of way, will be used exclusively by buses, and will
not be constructed as or to the specifications of a
public roadway.

And requirement that Saint Coletta
construct future Burke Street in the Area south of
Lot One, such as has been recommended by ANC 6B and
DDOT, would cause unreasonable delay, and increased
expense to the Saint Coletta project.

Given the substantial and rapid grade
elevation changes on Reservation 13, such as are
shown on this topographic survey, it is not possible
to prudently, and effectively construct a limited
portion of future Burke Street without the
Reservation 13 Master Plan.

And therefore, the future roadway system of
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Reservation 13, having undergone thorough engineering
analysis and design. Given the inherent complexity
of coordinating the design, review, approval, and
construction of new ©public roadway system, we
anticipate that a requirement that Saint Coletta
construct a portion of future Burke Street, could add
as much as 18 to 24 months to the project.

The Saint Coletta design team understands
that the Reservation 13 Master Plan design is at a
nascent stage. But we do not know the rate at which
the design is intended to progress.

The Saint Coletta design team is actively
collaborating with the Master Planners of Reservation
13 to do our best to ensure that the Saint Coletta
Project is well integrated with the whole, including
the future Burke and 20" Streets that will border
Lot One.

Structured storm water management
facilities to provide quality and quantity treatment
for the building and other impervious areas on Lot
One will be provided on site wusing approved best
management practices, and according to the
regulations and requirements of the District of
Columbia Department of Health Watershed Protection
Division.
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The structured storm water management
facilities will most 1likely be in the form of
subsurface sand filters. Utility service supplies
for the site will be accessed at the existing mains
in 19" Street and Independence Avenue immediately
adjacent.

While not formally declared so by WASA, but
based on examination of the nearby facilities, it 1is
believed that adequate water and sewer facilities and
that additional mainline construction to provide
services to the site will not be necessary.

Note again that the development site 1is
approximately the location of the formal D.C. Jail,
that which was also served by the existing area
mains. Thank vyou, again, for this opportunity to
present testimony this evening.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.

MR. DEPUY: Thank vyou, Mr. McKenna. Our
witnesses are now prepared to answer qgquestions from
the Commission. That completes our application and
presentation in Chief.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. DePuy.

Let me just ask, in OP's report, which we’ll get to,
but they anticipated a number of things that we would

ask you for.
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And, can you speak to that list, including
such things as the revised floor plans, roof plans,
etcetera.

MR. DEPUY: If Mr. Bastida could turn the
lights down again, before he leaves, we’ll have a
slide which addresses that point. This slide
indicates, Madam Chair, that we’ve provided each of
the materials asked for, and responded to each and
every point, with the exception of the last one,
number 10, which asks for a cost estimate of the
amenities.

And that is not possible to provide, given
the fact that the services are a major aspect of the
amenity. It is impossible to quantify the nature of
the social services.

It is also impossible to quantify, or very
difficult, nothing is impossible, I guess, but very
difficult to quantify the benefit of the community
use of the gymnasium, and the other public
facilities, as well as the training and other
benefits.

So, with the exception of item 10, we have
provided all of that information.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: But you haven’ t
provided it to us?
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MR. DEPUY: We actually have provided the
original plans in full size, we haven’t provided the
revised at full size, we can do to you as well.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: We need that. We need
anything that has been revised. And, Dbasically,
anything you have given to the Office of Planning, we
would like to have.

MR. DEPUY: We will do that, Madam Chair.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou. And we’ll
also need a copy of the power point presentation.

MR. DEPUY: Yes, we have numerous copies of
that for you.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: So let me turn to my

colleagues for some --

MR. DEPUY: Mr. Bastida, I think we’re
done, thank you. Unless the Commission has questions
of the PowerPoint presentation. Thanks.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Who would like to go

first?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Do you want me to
start?

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, go ahead Mr.
Hood.

VICE CHATRPERSON HOOD: Okay, I guess the

first questions I have for the first witnesses, Ms.
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Raimo and Ms. Padian, I believe is the name. If they
want to come back to the table, please?

Where vyou are located now, Ms. Raimo, 1is
your lease, am I correct?

MS. RAIMO: No, we own that property, sir.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Oh, vyou own that
property. So that would continue also, if this is
approved, that facility will continue.

MS. RAIMO: Yes, we have three facilities,
two are leased, one we own. The own we own will
remain open.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay. With respect to
the 67 percent of the District residents, when you
come into town, will those residents have preference?

MS. RAIMO: We’re bringing all of those
residents with us to this new site.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, so all of
those residents will be coming back to D.C.?

MS. RAIMO: Yes, sir.

VICE CHATRPERSON HOOD: I think you spoke
about, Ms. Padian, I believe, am I pronouncing your
name correctly?

MS. PADIAN: Padian.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Padian, I’'m sorry.

I think vyou spoke about the temporary lease for
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parking.

MS. PADIAN: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: And this may be
better advised at the Office of Planning, I’1ll ask it
again if you can’t answer it. But, due to the Master
Plan, I see where that parking lot is being leased.

What happens when the Master Plan 1is --
when development eventually comes on that site?

MS. PADIAN: According to the terms of our
ground lease with the city, 100 parking spaces will
be provided to Saint Coletta somewhere else on
Reservation 13.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: 100 spaces will be
provided somewhere else?

MS. PADIAN: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just get you back on
that, are there any parameters for where that
somewhere else 1is?

MS. PADIAN: I believe it says within a
reasonable distance. Reasonable and safe, I believe
that’s what it says.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, we’re
really going to have to nail that down, because
somewhere else, and reasonable can be different.
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MR. DEPUY: Madam Chair, and Mr. Hood, we
will provide a copy of the lease for the record.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: How were your plans
received by the surrounding community? I mean, I
understand about the ANC’s 1issues, often times the
ANC has their issues, but then often times other
people within that area who may differ.

So, basically, how was your plan received,
this whole concept?

MS. RAIMO: We had some very enthusiastic
supporters in the surrounding neighborhood. We also
had some people who were not so enthusiastic.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Now let me ask you
a question. I see a lot of people -- I can see, so I
see a lot of people with buttons on. And 1s that
reflective of the surrounding neighborhood or Jjust
support coming for all around?

MS. RAIMO: That’s general support from all
over.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: From all over?

MS. RAIMO: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So, 1t doesn’t
signify the surrounding neighborhood?

MS. RAIMO: Not necessarily sir, no.
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VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. And also,
the same concern that was in Office of Planning
Report about how the sue of the facility would be --
how the community would be able to use the facility
after hours. Maybe we need to find some of that.

MS. PADIAN: Yes, we also are providing you
with an exhibit that explains the hours, the exact
types, the different parts of the facility, and the
hours available to the community.

And we spoke about the Advisory Committee,
and we’ve been working with them on when they
actually would want to use the different parts of the
facility. I mean, we had no idea that there was an
interest in using the gymnasium after midnight, but,
you know, people want to use it so, we are open to
that.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: A gymnasium after
midnight?

MS. PADIAN: That’s what we heard.

MS. RAIMO: We heard all night basketball.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. Will it be a
cost? 1Is there a cost associated?

MS. RAIMO: There will be -- it will depend
on for which activity and for which thing. We would
think for the gymnasium and for the community room
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there would be a minimal cost for cleanup and
security.

If someone’s going to use the Village Green
and have a huge event and use the catering kitchen
and all that, that costs maybe, you know, a little
bit more.

But we’re very mindful of the fact that
this will be the biggest meeting space available on
Capitol Hill. And we know, I live on Capitol Hill,
and I know that meeting space is always at a premium.

And we’d like to provide that.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: If the ANC and the
Civic Association wanted to have a meeting, would
there be a cost associated?

MS. RAIMO: No.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. You
mentioned the 51 percent District residents. Are you
all entering or have vyou already entered into an
agreement with the Department of Employment Services?

According to the Office of Planning Report,
that has not been done yet.

MS. PADIAN: We did. We recently signed
for-service agreement for the construction. And, I
believe, that goes into effect when our bond is
completed.
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VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.

MS. PADIAN: And we will sign-for-service
agreement for employees in the facility once the
construction is finished.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So, Saint Coletta’s
would not think that I am picking on them about this,
this has been a particular for me for the past year
and a half.

I’'m hoping that what can be delivered 1is
maybe the types of jobs -- well in advance. Because
what normally happens, is that when you see what kind
of construction jobs that are out there, the report
that has come back, I guess, a year and half or so
ago from the Office of Planning was that the District
residents were not qualified.

So if we can get that as soon as possible,
and then they can get their pool together.

MS. PADIAN: We faxed a copy on Friday,
actually, to the Office of Planning of a sign-for-
service agreement, for the construction.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Of the type of jobs
that also may be --

MS. PADIAN: We can, sure.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. I'm bad on
pronouncing names, because sometimes I can’t read my
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own handwriting. Thank you for your answers. Mr.
Diebboll.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Diebboll.

VICE CHATRPERSON HOOD: Diebboll. Let me
ask you something about the -- and I’'d rather say
this for my colleague who’s definitely an architect,
and I’'m not. Is this character of -- the character,
now I’'m saying, does 1t go with the surrounding
neighborhood?

MR DIEBBOLL: Yes, we definitely believe it
goes with the surrounding neighborhood, particularly
with regard to the scale to the buildings on
Independence, and how they reflect the scale of the
buildings on the opposite side of the street.

We went through the neighborhood looking
for similar buildings 1in size that related to the
shape and rhythm that we'’ve created along
Independence Avenue.

Similarly, on 19" Street, we’ve tried to
make the building look somewhat residential, so that
it reflects the homes on the west side of 19
Street.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, 1let me go
back. The metrocheck program, do vyou have a
metrocheck program.
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MS. RAIMO: Yes, we do. As Mr. George
testified, we have a metrocheck program in
Alexandria, we’re four blocks from the metro and 55
percent of our staff avail themselves of metrocheck.

56.3 actually.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: The ratio from
students to, I guess, instructors, teachers, or
whatever you call the instructors, but is the ratio
one to one, or more like one to three?

Because I read somewhere where it’s like
225 students, and it’s 205 instructors. And then I
read where it’s 225 students and 140 instructors.

MS. RAIMO: Both are right.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Well, one is a new
building, and one is an old building. So what our
current population is, that’s 165 students, right?
And 27 adults, that’s one group of people.

And then we are talking about people in the
new building which will be 225 students and 25
adults.

MS. PADIAN: But I think, possibly, the
difference is when we talk about instructional staff,
we talk about a one to one or more like a two to one
ration.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.
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MS. PADIAN: But once you add in
administrative staff, it almost seems like a one to
one. So right now we have 180 staff members, and 181
students and clients.

In the new building, we plan to have 250
students and adult clients, and about 205 staff
members.

VICE CHATRPERSON HOOD: Okay, that answers
my guestion. Thank vyou. Okay, that’s all the
questions I have right now, Madam Chair.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hood.
Mr. May?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you, and thank for
-—- you beat me to the punch on some of the questions
I had, Mr. Hood, I appreciate that. But we have two
Commissioners missing, so I’11 try to make up for the
difference, ask a few extra questions.

No, I’1l1 try to keep it short, as I always
to, but never succeed. Okay, the revised plans,
which were requested by OP, I think will be very
helpful to understand some of the gquestions I have.

And, frankly, that took the wind out of my
sails on some of the questions that I had, because
coming 1in and seeing some reference to some of the
changes, now actually being able to see them makes it
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that much more understandable.

And I appreciate the changes, and why they
occurred. It makes a lot more sense to me, and
frankly, I would have slept a little easier, 1if I had
seen these in advance, but it wasn’t that troubling.

I think the design is very interesting, and
I have to say, frankly, that when I first saw it set
down, there were some things about it that made me
uneasy, and it did not seem to fit as well into the
neighborhood as I think that it could.

Having seen this now, I think that,
particularly the move to line everything up on
Independence Avenue, I think, 1s a wvery important
change.

And it resolves, at 1least one of the big
issues I had, was where was the front door? Because
the front door wanted to be into the Village Green
module, and we are being redirected off to the side
of, what’s obviously, the corner piece.

So that was a big improvement, I think. I
guess I don’t have any questions right now.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Would you like us to
put the timer on?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, 1it’s probably a
good idea. Here’s one, you referred to stucco, is
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that real stucco, or synthetic stucco that you’re
planning to use.

MR. DIEBBOLL: At the moment, we are hoping
to use real stucco.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MR. DIEBBOLL: We’re, obviously, still
working with the cost estimate, beginning the design
development phase of design. And, certainly, that’s
what we refer.

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right, okay. I
think you have a lot of work ahead of you in that
regard. Because it looks like it’s a very
complicated design piece, and it has some very, what
look like very potentially costly features to it.

But it really just -- I guess some of it
has to do with how some of these pieces come
together. They can look very costly, and not be.
You mentioned actually having the samples here?

MR. DIEBBOLL: Yes, I did.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, can those come up
and around, and I’11 sort through the box? And then
you referred to concrete as a predominant material in
the neighborhood?

MR. DIEBBOLL: Can you repeat that?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, you referred to
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concrete as a predominant material in the
neighborhood. And vyou could say brick is a
predominant material.

Or you <could even say limestone, or
whatever the Armory is built from. But, I didn't see
a lot of concrete, so I’'m wondering where you saw the
concrete.

MR. DIEBBOLL: It’s actually responding to
a comment by the Office of Planning to explain how we
were using brick and concrete as being predominant
materials in the neighborhood.

I think that concrete is certainly
necessary if you are using brick. I mean, it’s part
of the composition of that type of construction
method. But, 1t’s also seen, certainly 1in some
details, around the windows.

If you’re not wusing stone, vyou’re using
concrete to make those elements. There are some
buildings, quite significant buildings, I think, that

are made entirely of concrete, certainly the Armory -

COMMISSIONER MAY: The Armory 1is not
limestone?

MR. DIEBBOLL: It appears -- well I'm Jjust
going to finish the sentence.
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COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, sorry.

MS. LAUDERDALE: It appears to look 1like
concrete Dbecause of the discoloration. It’s not
literally concrete, but I think a lot of people see
it as being a concrete-type building.

And we are certainly not trying to
reinforce that. In fact, many people have asked us
to recolor that building and try to bring it into the
context of the rest of the community.

I don’t know if that answers your question
or not.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes. Are there other
examples of wuse of concrete in the neighborhood,
though, that were particularly relevant?

MR. DIEBBOLL: I wouldn't say as an entire
structure, no.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, okay. Because, it
does strike me as being different. Now different
isn't -- I don’t have an issue with it, given the
range of materials that do exist in the neighborhood,
and you’re not that far from RFK stadium, which has a
range of materials in it as well.

Where, actually, was the loading dock? Is
that in that spot there? There we go.

MR. DIEBBOLL: Where the --
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I can give you a hand
held mic, but you need to be on a microphone.

MR. DIEBBOLL: If you look up at the screen
to the right, on the lower image, you can see the
loading dock in more detail, just below the
gymnasium, and just east of the staff entrance.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MR. DIEBBOLL: Does that --

COMMISSIONER MAY: Because that’s one of
those -- it’s a different place from the plans that
we have, I think. But it was -- okay, I understand

that. And in that context, 1it’s right in there,
right?

MR. DIEBBOLL: That 1s correct. That’s a
driveway leading up to it.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Is there some
sort of gate on it?

MR. DIEBBOLL: There 1is a gate so that
after hours you wouldn't be able to access that part
of the site.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I was going to ask what
this was, but your Civil Engineer referred to it as
the helicopter pad.

MR. DIEBBOLL: The existing helicopter pad,
which we are leaving in place, and simply striping to
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add four more spaces.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, okay. So it’s going
to be —--

MR. DIEBBOLL: That’s part of the 100
spaces.

COMMISSTIONER MAY: Got it, okay. Well, all
right, it’s too bad -- well no, I guess it’s probably
good there’s not going to be helicopters. The semi-
architectural question, I guess the fence and wall,
there was a lot of discussion about the way that
evolved, and we did talk about how it wound up.

And I'm wondering if you could sort of tell
me a little bit more of the evolution, and how this
version of it now is, you think, the best version of
it.

MS. GOLTSMAN: Well, originally, we had it
undulating, so it stepped back and forward to create
a different pattern with vegetation and benches, and
a more strolling kind of atmosphere on 19™ Street.

And the neighbors felt, and the Planning
Office, felt that the fence should be straight so it
didn't provide places for people to hide. And they
wanted the fence a little lower and more permeable,
so you could see inside and out from the inside of
the classroom areas to the street, to make 1t more
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observable.

And, so that’s how this came about. We'’ve
taken out the benches. There isn’t a bench anywhere,
and the only solid areas we have are the ones right
behind the classrooms so the kids can use it for
murals and art, and so forth.

The rest is vegetation. And its 30 foot
panels to match the rhythm of the building.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. In the discussions
with the community, that seemed to address the
concerns that they had. I mean, certainly flattening
it would, but that amount of void was --

MS. GOLTSMAN: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: The mention earlier of
the outside use of the gym and the Village Green and
all that sort of thing, and then the question of --
or you mentioned someone using a catering kitchen and
holding events there.

I mean, do you actually anticipate having
outside groups holding events of some size in that
Village Green Space

MS. RAIMO: Yes, I think that will happen.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. How big an event
can actually be accommodated in that space?

MS. RAIMO: Oh, really Dbig. How many
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tables can we get?

MS. PADIAN: It’s 9,000 square feet.

MS. RAIMO: 1It’s big.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I can see your architect
doing the numbers in his head. Okay, all right. I
mean are we talking hundreds of people?

MS. RAIMO: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Coming for evening
events, sit down dinners, that sort of thing?

MS. RAIMO: Right.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Where are they going to
park?

MS. RAIMO: In that lot.

COMMISSIONER MAY: And for 400 people
you’ re going to have --

MS. RAIMO: 106 spaces and they’1ll have to
take the metro, the rest of them.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Have you had any
discussions with, say, the Armory about additional
parking for events like that?

MS. RAIMO: No.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. I think that’s it
for my questions. Oh, I do have another. This is a
parking gquestion. How are you going to control the
parking lot now, in terms of access?
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MS. RAIMO: Right now?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes.

MS. RAIMO: Well, right now we went there
and we put barrels up there, and we corded it of.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I'm sorry, once you
start using the building, and people are coming and
going, so that it’s only your staff that are parking
there. How are you going to ensure that?

MS. RAIMO: We’re going to have it a prox
card system, where our staff will have, they do now,
have cards to get in and out of the building. And
those cards will work to get in and out of the
parking lot.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, so you’ll have
complete control over it at all times.

MS. RAIMO: Like gated with prox cards.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, all right.
Thanks.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. May. I
actually wanted to follow up on the gquestion that Mr.
May asked regarding the parking for events. And
also, to follow up with Mr. George about the support
in DDOT's report is conditioned on a few things.

And I wanted to explore that further.

MS. RAIMO: So, you want Mr. George.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

86

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes, that would be
good.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think there’s a real
concern if there aren’t any -- if there’s no plan, as

to how to handle parking for large events, because
you’ re not suggesting any frequency, any limitation
on frequency.

You’re not suggesting any limitation on
size. And this is, as we have all experienced cases
like this, here or at the BZA, where spill over
parking into the neighborhood is a huge problem.

So, I’'11 ask if you have the intent to work
with Mr. George further in developing a plan as to
how to deal with parking for large events.

MS. RAIMO: We certainly could work with
Mr. George. I don’t think that we know yet if, you
know, what large events could possibly be there.
Certainly school auctions and things like that.

That might be something that people would
want to use that space for. We’re not talking about
renting it out for weddings and stuff.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I understand that, but
the neighbors won’t care what you’re doing, they’ll
just care that there are people, you know, parking
everywhere in the neighborhood.
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So, I’d like you to give some thought to
that, and maybe make an additional submission about
how vyou would handle certain large events. Mr.
George, there are a variety of suggestions,
recommendations in the DDOT Report on page four.

And their recommendations in support of
this application is conditioned on those. And I
didn't any proffer about a transportation management
program. I know that there are some portions of this
that are already being implemented by Saint Coletta.

But I was wondering if you could address
yourself to those four points, and then we’ll deal
with the fifth one, which is Burke Street.

MR. GEORGE: I’11 Jjust briefly touch on
them one by one. If you’d like, Madam Chair. 1In the
use of carpools, wvanpools, etcetera, we recommended
that to the Applicant, and they have agreed that they
would support and implement that, encourage car
pooling, and vanpooling.

We have heard, provide transit service
information to all employees, including metro pocket
guide. They have indicated a readiness to do that.
I think that information is generally available from
the transit stations itself, which would be right
next door.
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But we would strongly recommend that the
school do that. Item Number Three, DDOT strongly

urges the Applicant to implement a metrocheck fare

card.

I think this could be, perhaps, modified to
say continue. Because I think at 56 percent, that is
certainly a significant level of usage. DDOT

welcomes the provision of bicycle parking spaces.

I suppose that is something Mr. Diebboll or
perhaps Ms. Goltsman may address, as far as location
of bicycle facilities on site.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Are there any
included.

MS. GOLTSMAN: In the garden area if you
wanted to put it there, vyes.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: So the testimony was
from the seat, that in the garden area there will be?

MS. GOLTSMAN: There will be.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: We’ re going to need an
exhibit that illustrates that.

MR. GEORGE: As far as the last item, Madam
Chair, as a transportation planner, I typically try
to stay away from cost related issues, as far as
infrastructure.

I would say that that driveway would be
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essential in order to provide for the efficient
circulation of buses. And I would not want to go
beyond.

I think it would be out of my scope to get
into the cost issue, but I would say that I think it
would be highly desirable, and we would have to
relook at the circulation plan were that access onto
19" Street not provided.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Well, we’ll have to
ascertain from DDOT how important an issue this 1is
for them. And I don’t, 1s there anyone here from
DDOT tonight? We’ll have to ask the Office of
Planning’s intervention to try and get that answer.

Let me Jjust ask vyou another question.
There’s reference to this, and then at the conclusion
of the DDOT Report, they say they really haven’t been
able to examine the loading situation Dbecause they
weren’t provided an illustration of that.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, that is correct. At the
time the report was 1issued, and the date was the
23", over a week ago, the site plan detailing the
loading had not been provided.

It was since provided, and I spoke to Mr.
Laden’s staff today. They indicated that they’re
comfortable with 1it, and that they are prepared to
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issue a supplemental referral, should the Zoning
Commission require it.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, that’s good.
Thank you.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, ma’am.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Just bare with me, I
might have one more question. Oh, I Jjust wanted to
clarify something I think I heard. I just want to
make sure I did hear it.

The First Source Agreement is a requirement
of the Bond Program that you are participating in.
So you’re not proffering that as a unique aspect of
this PUD, 1is that correct? Yes?

MS. RAIMO: Yes.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Anyone have
follow-up gquestions?

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, I just
wanted to ask Mr. George, I think I remember that
area having some parking, some zoning parking issues.

Does that still exist, even with the stadium?

Well, the stadium is till there, but the
team is gone. The way they played yesterday, I guess
they could go. But anyway --

MR. GEORGE: Maybe we should send them back
to that place.
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VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Maybe they need to
go back over to the stadium

MR. GEORGE: But, I'd say, all of the
residential area to the West of 19" Street, the
roadways are signed with RPP, residential Parking,
restricted parking under the RPP program.

That restricts parking between 7:00 a.m.
and 8:30 p.m. on weekdays, Monday through Friday.
There’s also a lot of signage, governing parking
during special events within the neighborhood.

And, I must say, that during the course of
our investigations and our study, we didn't have the
opportunity to specifically survey the neighborhood
during an event.

But I think just the location of the site
in proximity to both the Armory and the RFK Stadium,
and we know that there 1s regular British style
football and other events, concerts and so on, I
would, I’'m not sure as an expert I should say I would
assume, but I would think that that would be a
priority on the part of the appropriate departments
of DDOT, the parking enforcement.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, so those
special event signs still exist with the limited
things they do over there?
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MR. GEORGE: Yes, they do post them,
stating restricted parking.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank you.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, sir.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Did you --

COMMISSIONER MAY: No, I think we should
keep that in mind, and when we get others up here, we
may want to ask about what the neighborhood
experiences with those special event parking parens.

And I did want to ask a question. This 1is
our pre-cast concrete sample?

MR. DIEBBOLL: Yes, 1t is.

COMMISSIONER MAY: But, obviously, not the

color that you were talking about. Is that right?

MR. DIEBBOLL: It’s close to the color,
yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MR. DIEBBOLL: That’s for the joints.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, I see, so this is
your --

MR. DIEBBOLL: Right, this surrounds around
the windows, and lintels, correct.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, and that’s right, it
was stucco at the front. It was a gray slate stucco.

MR. DIEBBOLL: No, on the front, on
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Independence Avenue, it’s a blue stucco making up the
base.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Blue stucco, right.
This is the stucco, but it’s not the right --

MR. DIEBBOLL: Correct, that’s not, it’s
just showing you the material, not the color.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Right.

MR. DIEBBOLL: Because stucco 1is also used
on other facades. Along 19" Street there’s two
different colors, an ochre, and a terracotta color.
So really, there are three different colors of stucco
on the building.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, and refresh my
memory, the facades along 19" Street are what?

MR. DIEBBOLL: Stucco with the cast stone
coursing that resembles a large scale brick coursing.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MR. DIEBBOLL: If you go to the -- there’s
a slide, if you want to see it.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I can look at it in the
drawings.

MR. DIEBBOLL: Okay.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I think it shows up in
the --

MR. DIEBBOLL: Yes, right there.
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COMMISSIONER MAY: There we go.

MR. DIEBBOLL: So that shows the coursing
that we’re proposing.

COMMISSIONER MAY: We have drawings that I
think are labeled and show us exactly what material
is where, right?

MR. DIEBBOLL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: And the metal roofing is
a painted metal, or is a copper? Because this looks
like it might be a copper.

MR. DIEBBOLL: 1It’s a painted metal roof to
look like copper.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Right.

MR. DIEBBOLL: Exactly.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, thanks.

MR. DIEBBOLL: You’re welcome.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Let me ask
if Mr. Jarbo has any questions on cross examination.

Come on forward. Could you make room for Mr. Jarbo?

MR. JARBO: Madam Chair, Jjust a quick
question for Mr. George. I don’'t have the traffic
analysis in front of me. But you noted that the site

is bound by one-way streets that go north an East.
MR. GEORGE: Yes.

MR. JARRO: Have vyou done any analysis,
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specifically, on the bus traffic, and any traffic
that might want to go south or west? How did vyou
analyze, where will that flow go?

MR. GEORGE: This shows the composite.
Again, the site is located here. The roadway network
is characterized, principally we have Independence
Avenue heading eastbound and the East Capitol Bridge,
and C Street heading west from similarly.

We’ve got North, South Street, 19" Street
Northbound, and 17" Street Southbound. I reviewed
the residential addresses of the students, the
current students of Saint Coletta.

And, of the 67 percent that are located
within the city, they are widely dispersed
throughout, from the extreme Southeast to the upper
Northwest. We assume then, that the buses would come
in from a variety of approaches.

But clearly, in order to access the site,
they would have to come in directly off of
Independence Avenue heading Eastbound, and then enter
the site.

So, they would come from various
approaches. For example, from East Capitol Street,
eastbound, coming done 17" Street and turning into
the site. And similarly, leaving the site, they
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would be forced, the exit would be at approximately
this point, they would have to go northward, and then
distribute themselves.

I think we are not talking about large
buses. They are the smaller size Dbuses. They are
generally buses of 12 to 14 feet wheelbases, what we
measure on the DCPS public lots, 20 feet in length.

They’re Dbuses with 12 to 14 passenger
capacities. So, they would be well distributed, but
from the perspective of the immediate ingress and
egress, it would have to be eastbound into the site,
and northbound.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Just to get to the
point of Mr. Jarbo’s question, he was asking if
somebody wants to go south or west, what I'm getting
from vyour response 1s, it would exit the site
northbound on 19 Street, they’d have to cross
Independence --

MR. GEORGE: That is correct.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: —-— and then connect
with something that would go west and then south.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: How’s that?

MR. JARBO: That was exactly my question.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

97

MR. JARBO: And then, if we could go to the
topographical drawing. That drawing shows the drop
off on the east side of the site. And that drop off
goes all the way down, as I understand it now, to the
site of this current driveway here.

And this 1is the future Burke Street, and
your proposed driveway, correct?

MR. MCKENNA: Right.

MR. JARBO: In order to stabilize this
site, I understand that you need to put in some sort
of retaining wall, is that correct?

MR. MCKENNA: Yes.

MR. JARBO: How far down do you need to put
that retaining wall? Does it have to go all the way
down to the bottom of here, in order to stabilize it?
Does it go to the bottom of the driveway? Does it
stop before the driveway?

MR. MCKENNA: The retaining wall itself
will be substantial in height. It will be something
on the order of 10 to 15 feet high, probably. And
the location of the retaining wall, as is shown in
plan view, on a number of these, and actually on the
next slide. The retaining wall is shown there.

MR. JARBO: Okay, so this 1is the retaining
wall, and 1t comes all the way down south of the
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driveway --

MR. MCKENNA: Correct.

MR. JARBO: —-—- past Burke Street, but not
beyond that.

MR. MCKENNA: Correct. And there 1is
actually a retaining wall system in place right now,
which forms the north side of the existing concrete
driveway. And then that retaining wall also comes
around and goes north so that there’s a, about 10
foot high, retaining wall, that goes east-west.

And then there’s another one that goes
north-south, just on the end of that.

MR. JARBO: Thank you, those are all my
questions, Madam Chair.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Jarbo.

Thank you, folks. I think we are ready to move now
to the report by the Office of Planning. And Ms.
Brown-Roberts, I think -- or who’s going to go first?

Mr. Altman?

MR. ALTMAN: First yes. Thank you, Members
of the Commission. I’11l give a very brief overview,
and then we’ll go to Maxine and Robert’s report,
that’s before you.

The Office of Planning supports the
proposed consolidated PUD, and the related map
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amendment. And, Jjust by way of background, our
support is based on a number of factors.

And I think first is, as we point out, and
as you heard in the presentation, we believe that
Saint Coletta 1is very important to the District, it
is very important in terms of serving students, the
majority of whom come from the district.

It serves those students with cognitive
disabilities, and special education needs. So it’s
really a very important, in terms of the overall
education plan of the c¢ity, to find places for
facilities, such as Saint Coletta, so that we can
serve our students, particularly those with special
needs, here in the district.

As you follow the evolving plans of DCPS,
and the ongoing financial issues, it’s very important
that we bring these students closer to home. And
that’s why we were very excited when we first
actually met with Saint Coletta and actually visited
the site to see the quality of the facility, the
quality of education, and the care that they bring to
working with students with special needs.

And so, we worked for a long time with them
to try to identify sites. So, from an overall
district prospective, we think it’s very important.
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From the perspective of Reservation 13, and the site,
we have worked very hard with Saint Coletta, in terms
of how their site plan, which is before you today,
fits into the evolving nature of the Master Plan.

Now, obviously, because at the timing of
this Saint Coletta’s plans and ideas were evolving,
and it was the same time as we were working on the
Master Plan for this site, which was ultimately
adopted by the City Council, and now serves as,
essentially, the foundation for the site planning,
and for the zoning that we are preparing for this
site, which we’ll be bring forward shortly to you.

We wanted to anticipate how the needs of
Saint Coletta could fit with this Master Plan. It’s
why we agreed with Saint Coletta to do this, as a
planned unit development, instead of simply as zoning
a portion of the site separate from the overall
Master Plan.

We thought, in light of looking at some of
the design considerations, controls that vyou have
through the PUD process, the amenity issues that have
been discussed, and insuring that some of the key
site planning parameters are, in fact, incorporated
to the overall concept that’s before you today.

And I think that that’s been done very
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successfully. And, Maxine will go into more detail
than you saw in the presentation. But, some of the
ways that this site plan 1is consistent with, and
really anticipates the wultimate build-out of the
site, and the Master Plan of the site can be seen,
for example, in the treatment of 19" Street.

That’s going to be a very important street,
in terms of the relationship of the neighborhood to
the site. And we want that to be an inviting
environment, we want that to be a very pedestrian
friendly environment.

So, you see a lot of the design changes and
improvements that have come about through our
dialogue, and through the dialogue with the
community, in terms of making that an inviting space,
the benches, the design of the wall itself, and of
course, the landscape plan, which serves the
children, and serves the school, but also be a very
beautiful amenity for the overall site as part of
their site plan, 1is really exemplary.

So that was one aspect. The second, as
Commissioner May noted, the Massachusetts Avenue,
working with them on bringing up the building, the
street wall of that building, so you do get a more
consistent feel and 1line of the street, so that
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Independence Avenue, which we anticipate as kind of,
which is, a Boulevard, will really evolved into an
even more beautiful Boulevard over time.

This 1s the first piece, coming from 19",
down to what, essentially, is almost 20" Street.
And you anticipate the next building, and subsequent
buildings, would all follow that street line.

So, we try to anticipate whether the
building line, how this could evolve in terms of the
urban design and  urban form, ultimately, of
Reservation 13.

So, a lot of work with the architects and
with Saint Coletta on that building configuration as
you see it before vyou. The third was, obviously,
respecting Burke Street.

We worked quite a bit with Saint Coletta on
this. The master, before it was the PUD, draws that
line at Burke Street. So that is the site for Saint
Coletta, so that that way Burke Street, which will be
a very important connection, ultimately, in terms of
really connecting the neighborhood to the water
front.

And part of the fundamental premise of this
plan, through  hundreds of hours of community
meetings, was how to bring this site, so it’s not an
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isolated campus, as it 1is today, with 19"" Street
with a dividing line, as a barrier, which really is
the edge of the neighborhood, but rather 19 Street
is becoming a center of the neighborhood.

The key to that, of course, will Dbe
bringing streets through to this site, so it’s just a
normal part of the «city again, instead of a
Reservation.

And Burke Street 1is key to that. The
neighborhood street will come through to this site.
And it anticipates that by having the PUD and the
site ending at Burke Street and, importantly, a 1lot
of work that was done on the facade of the building,
as it faces onto Burke Street, so that actually, it
doesn't appear Jjust as a back end of the building,
but can have a welcoming kind of presence saying,
here’s Saint Coletta.

There’s a transparency in terms of windows,
in terms of the way the entryway to that site, so
that it anticipates, since your adjacent to, within
walk of the metro station there, that it doesn't feel
like the back end of the building.

But actually, it has been designed in
anticipation of the future build-out of that site,
and so a lot of work along those lines. So, those
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are some of they key parameters.

I have probably taken all of Maxine’s
report, which I didn't intend to do. But this has
been very much an evolving project, in terms working
with the context of a Master Plan, when you have a
site that, obviously, has a lot of future actions
that need to occur there.

But anticipating those today, 1in a site
planning context, and I think those have all been
very successfully resolved. And that’s why we bring
this before you today with our support.

And with that, I will turn to Maxine to

further elaborate.

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: Thank you. Good
evening Madam Chairman, and Members of the
Commission. I am Maxine Brown-Roberts. Saint

Coletta of Greater Washington seeks approval of
consolidated PUD and related map amendment to the SP1
District for a portion of Reservation 13 tract.

The predominant zoning of the neighborhood
around the site is four with the Armory and the RFK
Stadium on zone. The major purpose of the SP
District 1s to act as a buffer between adjoining
commercial and residential areas, and to ensure that
new development is compatible in wuse, scale, and
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design with a transitional function of the =zone
district.

If the property were to be designated for
zoning, as has been suggested, the school could not
be constructed without, and special exception
approval following the zoning process.

Further, the degree of review would not be
as extensive as required under the PUD process. As
stated in the Master Plan, developments along 19
Street will provide a transition from residential use
on the west, to the more intensive uses to the north,
along Independence Avenue, and for more intensive
uses envisioned for development to the east of the
subject’s site.

It should be noted, also, that as part of
the =zoning for the entire Reservation 13, a base
zoning designation will be applied to the site. The
Applicant has requested deviations from the parking
and loading requirements.

Regarding the parking, the school is
required to provide 138 ©parking spaces, and 1is
providing 104 or 106 spaces. The reduction is bases
on a 25 percent parking reduction as allowed on the
section 2101 for non-residential buildings located
within 800 feet of a metro station.
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Proposed building will be located less than
an 800 radius from the metro station, but is also
less than 800 feet from the R-4 district. DDOT
supports the notion that this restriction 1is more
directed to office and other commercial uses that
generate a high parking ration.

We believe that the waiver can be granted,
as the Applicant has demonstrated that a high
percentage of employees use transit and carpool. A
waiver from the requirement for a 55 foot loading
berth and a 200 foot loading platform is also
required.

This loading berth is not necessary for the
school, as all of their deliveries are made with
smaller trucks, instead of large trailer trucks, that
would need a larger loading berth and platform.

The adopted Master Plan for public
Reservation 13 serves as a supplemental guidance to
the Comprehensive Plan and outlined guiding
principles for the development of the track.

As outlined in our report, the proposed
development meets many of these ©principles for
development such as height along 19" Street,
landscaping, and the use of metro.

Concerning the proposed design, there are
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three phases to the development. Along the
Independence Avenue, the Master Plan recommends
maintaining the precedence set by buildings to the
west of the site to have a continuous building line
along Independence Avenue.

Generally, the scale and architecture of
the proposed school are reflective of the eclectic
use and style of buildings along both Independence
Avenue and 19th Street, as proposed in the
Reservation 13 Master Plan.

The site plan shown here tonight has
perpendicular parking. OP has recommended to the
Applicant and would support parallel parking along
the front edge, along Independence Avenue.

An important design element 1is a fence
along 19 Street. The tree line design presented
would meet the security needs of the school, as well
as provide a fence that is attractive and not seen as
a barrier between the school and the community.

The extensive landscaping, the outdoor
classrooms, and the wuse of pavers will help to
activate and make the 19"  Street area very
pedestrian friendly.

One of the guiding principles of the
Reservation 13 Master Plan 1is that the existing
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pattern of local streets will be extended through the
site.

The southern end of the site is adjacent to
the extension of Burke Street. The southern
elevation of the building is designed to match the
front elevation with windows and other articulations
so that it doesn't look like a back door,
particularly since the Master Plan proposes a
neighborhood center on the south of Burke Street.

As part of the Applicant’s intention to
have a relationship with the neighborhood, they have
proposed the wuse of the facility for community
groups.

To this end the Applicant has created an
advisory group to monitor these activities. The
Applicant has outlined the times that the building
will be available in a rental agreement.

The Applicant has also proposed to provide
training for the D.C. Public School Employees. D.C.
Public school has not responded to any inqgquiries
regarding their agreement with Saint Coletta.

The Office of Planning believes that the
proposed PUD is not inconsistent with the elements of
the Comprehensive Plan, the ©policies of Public
Reservation 13 Master Plan, and the requirements of
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the zoning regulation and supports the application.

The Applicant has submitted most of the
information that was requested 1in our report.
However the Office of Planning thinks that the
Applicants need to provide a signed DOES agreement
prior to the proposed option by the Zoning
Commission.

The Office of Planning has also requested a
full roof plan with dimensions. The Applicant has
since stated that there will be no roof structures or
enclosures.

However, this has not been demonstrated for
evaluation and review. For example, the location of
elevator overrides. The Office of Planning
recommends that the Applicant submit the first-source
agreement that is also signed by DOES.

The draft of the building amenities that
are available does not specify who can use the
facility and also implies that every user has to sign
a rental agreement.

The Office of Planning would like to have
an agreement that also specifies who, or of the
community, organizations that would be able to use
the facility without payment. Thank vyou, Madam
Chairman.
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Brown-
Roberts. Mr. Hood?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, I
wanted to ask the same question I asked earlier about
the parking 1lot. I guess 1it’s 1lot 2. In your
report, Ms. Brown-Roberts, you say lot 2 is to be
returned to the District when it is ready for
development consistent with the Master Plan, and
parking will be provided elsewhere.

I guess the elsewhere Just gives me a
little pause.

MR. ALTMAN: The agreement 1is that as we
look to the wultimate re-development of the site,
there’s clearly going to need to be parking on the
site to serve those uses.

And as we build those the commitment 1is
that we would be able to find those spaces that Saint
Coletta is currently using, and find those on another
site. The reason we can’t tell vyou today where
that’s going to be is that, ultimately there are a
lot of question as to how the site is going to be
redeveloped, in terms of the phasing, in terms of the
infrastructure.

Are we going to have structured parking?
Will we have surface parking? Because it 1is such a
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large site, we’re not, frankly, the city is not
really worried that we’ll be able to find spaces.

I think the question will more Dbe the
location of those spaces to make sure that the
adjacencies that they need for Saint Coletta can fit
in.

But, it would probably be, ultimately, we
anticipate it to be more economical, to include the
spaces that they are currently wusing 1in a larger
parking facility, to serve other users on the site.

So, because the site that they are
currently taking, the lot that they are using for the
parking would be part of a development parcel, it
didn't make sense to keep that permanently as
parking.

It would be an 1inefficient wuse of that
land. So working with them, the agreement was that
we would offset that. So that’s why we couldn't nail
down, specifically we were going to move it to here.

It was a commitment that, I think, gives
the city maximum flexibility and recognizes that this
could be a key development parcel. For example, that
has been looked at as the site for health care, or a
potential hospital.

Well that’s the area, along Independence
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Avenue, where those facilities could ultimately be
built 1if new facilities were in fact to be built
there. So it provides that flexibility.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay, thank you.
Let me just ask also the Public Reservation 13 Master
Plan, who all was involved with coming up with that
plan? The neighborhood folks, the Office of
Planning? Who all was involved with that?

MR. ALTMAN: Many people. It was done
through a public process that had workshops where
everyone 1in the neighborhood as well as broader
constituencies were invited to a place over a number
of weekends, as well as evenings.

I can get you the full record. Did we
include -- I don’t know if we included the full
record of all the meetings that took place, in terms
of public participation in the Master Plan.

We also had a steering committee, which
included representatives of the ANC, as well as
neighbors from the area around Hill East, as well as,
I believe, Capitol Hill Restoration Society had
representatives there as well.

So there was an ongoing steering committee
that met biweekly during the planning process. And
then, of course, it had the requisite public hearing
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before the City Council and was adopted by the City

Council.

So there really was an ongoing
participation process. It was in a very brief and
intensive amount of time. The Council required us to

complete that Master Plan, I believe, it was in a 60
to 90 day period.

And so, 1t was a very concentrated amount
of participation to adopt it.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. And, Mr.
Altman, this Master Plan, is there room in there to
be changed, or do you have to go through a
significant agreement to make any changes?

MR. ALTMAN: Well, what the Master Plan
does importantly, as I said earlier, 1in terms of a
framework, it supplements the Comprehensive Plan, 1is
it really, importantly, lays out the overall site
plan, of the site, and the wuses, 1in generalized
terms.

That’s what was zreally adopted by the
Council. So, the street system, the extension of
Massachusetts Avenue, the idea of where the public
squares would be, there’s one called the Village
Square in the center, the Meadows, which is the park,
it generalized uses.
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We divided it up into different zones. You
have the institutional zone along Independence Avenue
which Saint Coletta is part of, and is consistent
with the residential zone in the middle that we think
is important as well as the retail that would be part
of that at 19" Street and Massachusetts Avenue.

And then we put a mixed-use zone along
Massachusetts Avenue. Those are the parameters.
Those are really the fundamentals. It allows
flexibility within that structure, so you don’t have
to go back and negotiate or go to Council every time
to amend the plan, as long as you’re within that
framework.

The zoning that we’ll bring forward to the
Commission, which will be consistent with that Master
Plan, will have more specificity as to uses, as to
heights, as to set-backs, as to all the basic kind of
building envelope parameters that will give more
guidance, in terms of development.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank vyou, and
thank you Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hood.
Mr. May?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Well, thank you very
much for answering those questions, because you
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answered, again, questions that I had, which had to
do with Reservation 13 and the intended use there,
because I was trying to understand, I know we had
seen some sort of previews on it.

I was trying to figure out why SP-1 made so
much more sense than R-4 as a zone here, given that
band of residential running through the middle of
Reservation 13.

But I think I now understand how this is
laying out. And I guess maybe it’s not a -- in terms
of SPp-1, I’'m not imagining that the rest of
Independence is eventually going to be zone SP-1.

It’s going to be some other =zone that we
are transitioning to. Is that right?

MS. MCCARTHY: Well, in fact, Mr. May it’s
likely that the underlying =zoning, when we come 1in
with the full zoning package for Reservation 13 it’s
likely that the underlying zoning on this site will
be different, will not be SP-1.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, that was one of my
other questions. Do you know what it’s going to be?

MS. MCCARTHY: No, we --

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MS. MCCARTHY: The reactions that we got
from the community when we came up with initial

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

116

zoning and had a community meeting were not favorable
to a number of the =zoning categories that we had
proposed.

Plus, 1it’s wvery difficult because of the
way the heights were from east to west, but the uses
work from north to south. It was hard to pinpoint
zoning that went along with those.

And so we concluded that what we needed was
an entirely new zoning structure for Reservation 13.
It’s not going to look like the same old C-3-C’s and
R-4"s. 1It’s probably going to be something more form
based, 1like the form-based coding, rather than the
Euclidian zoning that we mostly have.

But it’s Jjust important to note that the
SP-1 is solely in conjunction with this PUD, and that
it won’t affect the underlying zoning.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I will note that
looking at what I see in this draft Master Plan from
2002, that I see a whole bunch of townhouses there in
the middle, with rear yards.

Anyway, that’s just another point. What's
the ultimate thought with regard to Jjail? I know
it’s a given in the plan right now, but is there an
ultimate consideration for what’s going to happen?

MR. ALTMAN: No, we really didn't -- we
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took it as a given and didn't anticipate that there
would be any change to that in the near term or in
the midterm.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.

MR. ALTMAN: He meant putting new materials
on 1it, because I’'m staring at 1t thinking how
interesting that would be. No, Ellen McCarthy points
out that what we did in the Master Plan, and this was
a very important part of the community process
actually, that it was one of the key concerns of the
community, is that we would limit correctional uses
to south of Massachusetts Avenue.

But we really looked at the 3jail being
there.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. And one other
sort of glimpse into the future. Is there -- I know
that Massachusetts Avenue and 19" Street bare a lot
of traffic, not Massachusetts Avenue, excuse me,
Potomac and 19" Street bare a fair amount of
traffic, people passing through the neighborhood
because there is not a freeway connection from the
Southeast freeway to Kenilworth Avenue to East
Capitol to any of the roads out of the city.

And, without going into the whole history
of why that never happened, is there a plan for
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ultimately addressing that, that affects Reservation
13 or this site more in particular?
Because, there’s just, you know, rush hour

four o’clock to six o’clock at 19

and Independence
is just a constant flow of people making that right
turn.

MS. MCCARTHY: I think the Department of
Transportation could deal with that more completely,
but they have engaged a consultant, and are about to
start something they call the mid-Anacostia crossing
study, which is looking at the whole Barney circle,
and access issues around that.

That, plus some of their other studies, are
looking at circulation issues in the wvicinity.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I was going to ask
that question again. And you stated that DCPS has
not responded to requests for comments on the
agreement. Have they responded to anything at all?

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: They have not responded
to anything at all.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, because it would
be wvery useful to understand -- and don’t take this
as frustration with the Office of Planning -- how
Saint Coletta actually does figure 1in to the
District’s plans for schooling its children.
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I mean to say that it’s there and it’s
available is one thing. But it would be helpful to
understand that this really is the way that the
District wants to be able to educate some portion of
its student population, and not simply, you know,
believe that this 1s the way things will probably
happen.

I'd like to hear it from them, that it fits
into the picture.

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: I was about to say that
we will continue trying to contact them. I have gone
over to their office personally, I have submitted a
letter to them, and I have had not response at all.
But I will continue.

MR. ALTMAN: We will, because I know they
worked very closely and through the whole process at
the City Council, and so we will take another effort
before you make a decision, to get something to you
in writing to support that.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I would appreciate that.

I don’t mean to put too much pressure on you, but
they are never here to put pressure on them directly,
so I -- and rather than put that on the Applicant it
would be responsible to just keep trying to get their
reaction.
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MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: Okay.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. May.
Just two gquestions. One is, I think it’s time for us
to get a copy of the Master Plan for Reservation 13.
We have pieces of it, but we don’t have the whole
thing.

So I think it’s time, if you could provide
that to us.

COMMISSIONER MAY: You know, we could have
gotten it on PowerPoint probably. They probably have
that.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: We love PowerPoint
presentations. And I mean that sincerely. Mr.
Altman, you emphasized the importance of Burke Street
to the overall development of Reservation 13 1in
connecting the neighborhood to the waterfront, and
yet we have this difference of intent, I guess, and I
don’t expect you to speak for DDOT.

But we do have DDOT recommending that the
section of Burke Street that’s within Lot One, or the
driveway, however you want to characterize it, that
it be constructed to the street standard.

And then we have the Applicant representing
that that’s cost prohibitive to them. And, from a
planning perspective, what does that do? Because, I
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suppose there’s a whole circulation difference that
would have to take place, in terms of the way that
they route the buses on their site, and so forth, if
that were to be opened.

Is that the wultimate plan, that Burke
Street will be opened to the water?

MR. ALTMAN: Yes, I mean ultimately it’s
one of the streets that would continue through. And
clearly there’s some, you know, right now you can’t
do that. There are buildings that are there.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right.

MR. ALTMAN: And ultimately plan
anticipating demolition of buildings over time. And
it’s, you know, again I can’t tell you when that is,
you know, what the phasing of that would be.

There are many issues that have to be
worked through. So right now, obviously, we’re not
building roads through there, and we’re putting
together a financing plan.

I can’t speak, I think the questions raised
about cost allocation and how that should be done,
which is much more in DDOT’s purview --

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right.

MR. ALTMAN: We looked at 1it, what was
important to us, in terms of what we presented in
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working with Saint Coletta, 1is that Burke Street
would be the opportunity for Burke Street to be put
through, even that first lock of Burke Street, which
would be the first sort of entry point into the site,
that that would be respected in terms of the site
plan.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, and from your
perspective, the ultimate intent would be that Burke
Street would be a two-way street? East and West
bound?

MR. ALTMAN: You know, we actually haven’t
worked through that circulation, exactly. I think
part of that is going to be answered in terms of when
we look at the overall circulation plan of the site
as to some of the impacts.

And it could be two-way through there.
Again, you know, Massachusetts Avenue is probably the
principle way, 1it’s a wider boulevard, which will
take a lot of the heavier traffic.

We may vary the streets accordingly. I
think that’s all to be worked out. We’re actually in
the process now of looking at the overall
infrastructure and grading of the site, and some of
the circulation issues.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I guess I just raised
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all of this, because depending on how things unfold,
you know if we approve a circulation plan for this
site, and then Burke Street, at whoever’s cost, is
upgraded and turned into a through street, then
there’s going to need to be a PUD amendment because
we’re going to have to deal with all of that.

So, you know, to the extent that we can
anticipate all of that now, it will help on the Dback
end. Anybody else have any follow-up questions. Mr.
DePuy, any questions on Cross? Mr. Jarbo, any
questions?

All right, I don’t believe we have any
other government agencies represented here tonight.

Raise your hand if vyou represent any government

agency.

Okay, we’re going to take about a five
minute break. Just for those of you who have never
been here before, it will really be 10 minutes. And

Mr. Jarbo will be up first at 9:15. Thank you.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went
off the record at 9:07 p.m. and went back
on the record at 9:17 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Whenever you’re ready.
MR. JARBO: Madam Chair, Members of the
Commission, my name 1is Kenan Jarbo, I’'m the Vice
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Chair of the ANC 6B Planning and Zoning Committee,
and the Commissioner for ANC 6B 05.

As vyou know, Saint Coletta’s project 1is
within the boundaries of ANC 6B. We are the affected
ANC. You have our formal letter from our chair,
Julie Olson stating our position.

And you now have my testimony. What I’d
like to do, in the interest of time, is just simply
summarize, not read the whole testimony, Jjust go
through some of the highlights here.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: That would be
terrific.

MR. JARBO: As vyou know, ANC 6B voted
unanimously to oppose the Applicant by Saint Coletta
unless six conditions are met. We have gone over,
indirectly those six conditions.

They have to do with building Burke Street,
ground preparation, the area south of Burke Street,
design review, and the use of Burke Street by

traffic, the existing part of Burke Street by

traffic.

Let me begin to say what this is about.
This is not about Saint Coletta’s programs. I
support Saint Coletta’s programs. This is about the
building.
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Just for the record, yes, I did visit Saint
Coletta. But I visited Saint Coletta when they were
planning on building a site on Pennsylvania Avenue,
which I supported.

I went out and visited their site at that
time, in that context, long before Reservation 13 was
even on the radar screen. Okay? Just get that
straight.

Let me start with the two conditions at the
end, points five and six. I think if you understand
there 1is a concern here that the residents of the
existing part of Burke Street will be faced with a
massive amount of new traffic, specifically the bust
traffic.

As Mr. George testified, the buses,
frankly, if they want to go west and south, or
southwest, which is a major part of the city, they
have to go up 19" Street to East Capitol, and then
somehow loop back.

The natural cut through is going to be
straight up Burke Street to 17" Street, down 17
Street over to Potomac, to the freeway, to Mass
Avenue, to all of that area there.

Thus, we believe it’s very important that
something be done to keep those buses off of Burke
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Street, signage, etcetera. It complicated because we
are told that those buses are not Saint Coletta’s
buses.

So it’s not simply a case of saying don’'t
do this, and if you do this you can get fired. And I
think Mr. May understands, we have had a lot of
problems with that on East Capitol Street with dump
trucks illegally going down East Capitol Street,
which 1I’'ve gotten very used to calling into the
architect of the Capitol’s Office to try to stop
that, even though those drivers are threatened with
being fired it they do that.

They still do that. We all know traffic is
like water. It will find the easiest route. And the
easiest route for these buses is going to be Burke
Street.

Our recommendations having to do with
signage, and to preplanning are simply ways of trying
to minimize the impact that’s going to be facing
those residents, due to that traffic.

Condition number four speaks to design.
Now, I understand that it is institutionally
difficult, although I’'m not gquite willing to say
impossible, it may be, to get HPRB involved in this.

Our point 1is that we need design criteria
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here. And the best design criteria that we could
come up with is that of the near neighborhood, not
the immediate neighborhood, but the near neighborhood
of the Capitol Hill Historic District.

If you would not build this building like
it 1is, on 9t  Street Southeast, you shouldn’t be
building it 1like this on 19" Street. And this
building is not appropriate for either nine or 19"
Street.

Now, to some in the neighborhood, frankly
this design 1s an insult. Me, I personally just
think it’s ugly. It 1s not evocative of the
neighborhood, it is a parody of the neighborhood.

It is a parody of the building. They
showed you a tower. Well, they showed you a tower,
there’s a conical roof that you see on corners in
Capitol Hill, not a round tower with a little thing
sticking out the side, the silo, we call it.

It is not an appropriate design. Now, they
could do an appropriate design, and I don’t know why
they didn't. When they were planning on building the
building, I saw pictures on Pennsylvania Avenue, it
was a very appropriate design.

I loved that design. I wanted them there,
I'm not going to go into the reasons why they aren’t
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there, 1t was a messy situation. And I supported
them on that site.

This architect knows the neighborhood. The
design for the DOT building, which you’ve already
seen, 1is very appropriate, we supported that design.
And now we see there’s actually changes to the design
that are going the wrong way, that are adding these,
quote, whimsical, unquote, tops, more of them rather
than taking down.

Now look, I understand whimsical, I mean,
I’'m wearing my Jerry Garcia tie. I understand
whimsical, this is not whimsical. This is parody, an
ugly parody at that.

The building design is key part of the real
neighborhood opposition to this site, or this
project. What has to do with the importance of this
site, Andy Altman talked about the importance of
Burke Street to this site, well this whole site 1is
very important to the Master Plan for Reservation 13.

And let’s be very clear about this, okay?
The Master Plan was designed around this site. This
was like the jail taken as a given. I was on all the
meetings, I was on the steering committee.

This project, and basically this design,
was a given in the Master Planning Process. It did
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not grow out of it. In fact, it’s the other way
around.

And everyone will admit that. Part of the
reason why the Master Plan came about 1is because,
when Saint Coletta went to go sign the lease, they
found the city didn't have any control over the site.

Well, 1in order to get control over the
site, you had to do a Master Plan for the entire
Reservation 13. So this was started off as a given,
which is one of the reasons why there is 1lots of
community opposition to this.

What happens on this site will set the tone
for future development, either institution or
residential. As part of this whole process, the
lease on this property, actually, was scaled back.

The original lease, as proposed by the
Applicant, went passed Burke Street to the area that
the current driveway is now between Burke Street and
C Street.

And, in fact, up until relatively
recently, even where there was a plan for Burke
Street to be the driveway, there were plans, by the
Applicant, to turn the area south of Burke Street,
from Burke to about halfway down to C Street, into a
park.
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Well, the neighborhood, basically, objected
to that, because we thought that a park, and I’'11 let
the other Commissioners talk about that, might end up
being a magnet for undesirable activity rather than a
community amenity.

So, we asked them to scale back the park,
which they did. But they were willing to spend the
money to make that area park. They were willing to
spend the money to do the ground preparation.

Now they come back and tell us they don’t
have the money to do the ground preparation. We
simply believe that this public amenities package 1is
inadequate to the situation.

If this development is the leading edge of
an institutional enclave 1in Reservation 13, we have
all failed. In fact, rather than creating public
benefits, we are creating disbenefits, if that’s
where this project is going.

And, frankly, I'm worried about the
driveway, Dbecause the driveway now 1is going to have
to have a ten foot retaining wall at the end of it,
and is not going to be designed as a city street, and
is not going to be designed in keeping with the rest
of Burke Street extended.

Well great, so now we have Burke Street
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with a 10 to 15 foot retaining wall that drops off at
the end of this private driveway. Let’s be realistic
about when we’re ever going to get Burke Street
extended and how much addition it’s going to cost the
city and future developers to go back and fix what
this Applicant is putting in.

That’s not what I call a benefit. That’s
what I call a disbenefit. Given the importance of
this project, given the importance of this site, we
believe, and we feel strongly that the Applicant must
make some sort of <contribution to the future
development of Reservation 13.

Now note it has to be contribution in
keeping with the Master Plan, we demanded, the
neighborhood demanded and the Master Plan envisions
that this is an extension of the neighborhood.

It is mixed residential retail, not simply
an 1institutional enclave. Now Andy Altman talked
about the importance of keeping the correctional
facilities below Mass Avenue extended.

That was key. On all of this, the attempt
is to create a residential mixed used area in the
center here. We believe if this project is going to
have neighborhood public Dbenefits, they need to

contribute to that process.
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And our suggestion was simply help build
the infrastructure, help build the roads. Now, we
don’t want to delay the project on that. It it’s
going to take longer, you’re going to have to wait
for the drawings.

That’s fine, so put in a little driveway,
but put the money in escrow, that vyou’re actually
going to help pay for the city facilities that you’re
going to end up using eventually.

That’s acceptable. Please note that this
project, in and of itself, cannot contribute to a
mixed-residential retail use. It is an institutional
use. We understand that.

That was the given we were given. So what
we are trying to do 1is essentially build around that
to keep going with the wvision of the Master Plan.
That is why our recommendation was that the Applicant
pay for some of the infrastructure.

Now I’m, frankly, a 1little dismayed that
they’re pleading poverty. This project was
originally slated for a site on Pennsylvania Avenue
that is now currently still wvacant and on the market
for two million dollars, more than two million
dollars, is the last I’ve hear.

So instead of a two million dollar land
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cost, they are now having a one dollar a year land
cost. Surely some of that two million dollars could
go into the road.

I mean, 1t was there before, somewhere in
their budgeting, somewhere in their thinking. Surely
that could go 1in the infrastructure. They are
receiving a key parcel of land.

It 1s crucial that this project does
everything 1t can to push the development 1in the
direction we want to go. That’s the public benefit
of this project.

Unfortunately, as you’ ve heard, the
Applicant has already rejected our recommendations.
Given that, we have no choice but to strenuously
oppose this PUD, as we state in the testimony, until
and unless they are willing to meeting some of these
recommendations.

Thank you for listening, and I’d be happy
to answer any questions.

ANC 6B QUESTIONS
CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Jarbo.
Questions for Mr. Jarbo?

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: Mr. Jarbo, you said
this was 1is single-member district 6B-057?

MR. JARBO: My single member district is
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6B05. This is actually in 6B-10.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: 6B-10.

MR. JARBO: And, Commissioner Campbell will
testify on his own.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: $So that’s in his --

MR. JARBO: That’s in his single-member
district, correct.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Excuse me, I see
two issues in which the ANC is opposing -- well there
may be more than two, but two that really swing out
at me -- and one of them is to be able to provide
something in escrow for the infrastructure.

MR. JARBO: Correct.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: That’s one. The
other one is the design of the facility. Now let me
ask you the same question I asked the Applicants.
Would you say the design goes with the character of
the surrounding neighborhood?

MR. JARBO: Not at all.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. And that --

MR. JARBO: Unless -- okay, I’1l put one
caveat on there -- unless you define the neighborhood
as the Armory, solely as the Armory. I can see that
there’s some attempt to try to match the Armory.

I do not take the Amory as an example of
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wonderful neighborhood design.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: And vyou also
mentioned signage, and I’m Jjust trying to see where,
you know, where possibly could maybe have a meeting
in here.

All of it may not be possible, and I'm not
sure what the Commission is going to do. Because I
can tell you I do have a concern about the design,

because I wouldn't have mentioned it earlier 1if I

didn't.

And that’s why I asked did it go with the
character of the neighborhood. And I’11 Jjust put
that out there for future reference. But I don’t see

anything here, with exception of the design, that

can’t be mitigated, or that there can’t be an

agreement.

Because I do think it’s -- we’re not
arguing the fact about the school -- I do think it’s
a service to those who are in need of it. I think it

would be some good for the city.

But, it’s how we get there. And I think

that’s one of the keys. I would be looking forward

to hearing from the Commission from 6B-10. But I

will tell you that I did have a concern with the

design.
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And I don’t know how my other colleagues
feel. I have a concern, I don’t have any solutions,
so that’s kind of where I am.

MR. JARBO: Okay.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hood.
Mr. Jarbo, I think that there’s some good points that
you raised. And one is that we will ask the Office
of Planning to get us a specific response form DDOT
on the issue number five, regarding the existing
Burke Street.

I think that’s an important issue. And I'm
glad you raised the issue of the retaining wall as
well. And I’'m going to ask the Applicant for an
additional submission on that when we get there.

Other than that, I appreciate the work that
your community has put into this. And I don’t have
any specific questions. Let me ask Mr. DePuy, any
questions? Okay.

MR. DEPUY: Mr. Jarbo, did the ANC in its
resolution, object to the use of the property as a
school?

MR. JARBO: No.

MR. DEPUY: Did the ANC, in its resolution,
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object to the proposed building, in terms of specific
zoning issues, such as FAR or height, or any other
zoning requirements?

MR. JARBO: No.

MR. DEPUY: Did the ANC, in its resolution,
object to the proposed parking, proposed loading, or
proposed site circulation?

MR. JARBO: We did not object to the
parking zoning. We raised the concern indirectly of
the circulation having to do with the potential for
bus traffic on Burke Street.

MR. DEPUY: With respect to the ANC
recommendation that the application be disapproved
subject to certain conditions, did the ANC estimate
the cost of completing Burke Street, or the cost of
completing 50 percent of Burke Street to the
Anacostia River?

MR. JARBO: No, and I don’t believe that
Burke Street will go all the way to the Anacostia
river. There is a park in between there.

MR. DEPUY: Okay, did the ANC calculate any
respects with respect to --

MR. JARBO: Nor did we ever calculate the
cost of the building itself or the fundraising
potential of Saint Coletta to build the building.
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MR. DEPUY: I take it your answer 1is you
did not calculate any cost of any of the items that
you recommend the Applicant incur.

MR. JARBO: We did not calculate any cost
having to do with the cost of the building, the cost
of hiring Michael Graves and Associates as their
architect, the cost of the materials on the building,
or the cost of any other items on this. We estimated
not cost.

MR. DEPUY: My question went to the cost of
the ANC’s specific recommendation.

MR. JARBO: We estimated no cost.

MR. DEPUY: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you very
much.

MR. JARBO: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Now we will move to
individuals and organizations in support. And I’'11

go through the witness list first, and if anyone else
wants to join in. Peggy O’Brien, Mary Donovan, John
Duncan. Did you turn in your witness cards?

Okay, would anyone else like to testify in
support? We have four seats. Okay, we’ll have --
are you Ms. O’Brien?

MS. O’BRIEN: Yes.
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, we’ll have vyou
go first, and then we’ll just go down the table. And
just hold your seats until everyone testifies, and
then we’ll ask questions as a panel.

Just turn on the microphone, state your
name for the record when you begin your statement,
and you will be on the clock. Ms. O’'Brien is going to
get five minutes, Ms. Donovan three, Mr. Duncan
three.

INDIVIDUALS AND PERSONS IN SUPPORT

MS. O'BRIEN: Thank vyou. My name is Dr.
Peggy O’Brien. I have lived on Capitol Hill for 33
years. I have taught school at Easter High School, I
have two children who are graduates of the Capitol
Hill Cluster school, the public school on Capitol
Hill.

I have been the owner of a business on
Capitol Hill, also I have business in Ward five,
which is to say that I am from the District of 01d.
I am also an educator.

I am currently the executive director of
the Cable Industry’s education foundation, which is
based in D.C. I’'m also currently Chairman of the
Board of Trustees at Trinity College, which 1is in
Ward five.
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For nearly 30 years, I have worked with
teachers and administrators, schools, parents, and
communities in D.C. and around the country, often in
creating new and productive partnerships.

I am also the mother of a 26 year old woman
who was a special-ed teacher, and became a special-ed
teacher because she spent one summer in her young
life working at Saint Coletta.

It changed her 1life, she will go on, maybe
not to change other ©people’s lives, but to,
hopefully, improve the lives of others. So I am here
to say, as a resident of the Hill, and as a lifelong
educator, that Saint Coletta of Greater Washington in
the District of Columbia is both a visionary and a
practical idea, and one that could only improve the
lives of more DCPS students, and also life on Capitol
Hill in general.

It is not an unusual idea. I feel 1like it
is only an unusual idea in D.C. But, the idea of a
partnership like this, and hopefully what will become
a partnership between Saint Coletta and D.C. Public
Schools, is something that would be important to, not
just students, but to the whole city.

D.C. 1is city that has fabulous young
people, that has a public school system that is
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really struggling to serve those young people.

And that’s one of the reasons why I think
the Office of Planning doesn't get a call back from
DCPS, they are overwhelmed. D.C. is also a city that
has private schools with very good reputations in the
education universe.

But the public schools, and who the public
school serve, 1is 1in many ways, the most important
part of the mission of the city. So, a partnership
between DCPS and Saint Coletta has potential, not
only for the students it serves, but 1t has the
potential to go much deeper into the D.C. community.

A couple of those ways are school-to-work
programs for students at Easter High School. And I
know that Saint Coletta has received a call from the
principal of Eastern to talk about planning those
programs.

Professional development and specialized
training for pre-service teachers, either at UDC or
at Howard, or at Trinity that will add to the
professional wvalue of those teachers, and also to
their salaries on the salary scale.

Perhaps, now that we know about Howard
University Hospital, a partnership around health care
and dental care for people with cognitive
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disabilities.

At the moment, Howard University Hospital
is the only place for people who are severely
cognitively disabled can get dental care. And so, a
partnership between Howard University Hospital and
Saint Coletta going forward, would be an excellent
thing for many people who live in this city.

There are possibilities here, besides the
first and foremost one, and that 1is to have an
excellent program available for, perhaps, D.C.s’ most
underserved students, for their growth and
development.

We already know, in terms of programs that
work with the severely developmentally disabled, we
know many things that don’t work. This is a school
that does work.

And it has worked and grown since it began
as 19 students in a church basement, in 1993. And
now it 1is 165 student-age students, and 27 adult
clients, and growing.

And the reason it’s grown 1is because it
works. It 1is a very successful school. So,
education anywhere does not need more of what doesn’t
work, and does not need to force a school that works,

into a model that doesn't work.
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The other piece of this I want to say has
to do with the design. And that is that I’'m thinking
about other designs by Michael Graves and other
designs by Frank Gary, who 1is the other foremost
working architect in this country today.

Those designs don’t fit anywhere into where
they are. There’s a museum in Bilbao Spain that
Frank Gary designed that 1is nothing like any other
building in that city.

And it has brought tons of acclaimed and
tourists to that city. The idea, 1f you look at a
Michael Graves teapot 1in Target, you will see that
it’s whimsical, and vyou will see that it is
different.

And the idea of bringing an architect of
that stature, and of that capability, to this city to
design a school for developmentally disabled students

and adults, is a wonderful thing for this city, not a

disadvantage.
I live on Capitol Hill. I live in a house
that was built in 1890. I have great respect and

fondness for the architecture of that neighborhood.

I am very fond of it.

But vyou have something by Michael Graves

that takes off from that architecture very close to
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us 1in that neighborhood, is not a minus, I don’t
think. It’s a plus.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to wrap it
up.

MR. O’BRIEN: I’m wrapping it up. So, just
to say that this new school will add wvalue to all
parts of the city and to so many people in those
parts and to Capitol Hill in particular.

And so we urge you to think about this as
an excellent and a positive opportunity for the
District of Columbia.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Ms.
Donovan?

MS. DONOVAN: Good evening. My name 1is
Mary Donovan. I live at 1363 Massachusetts Avenue.
I have lived there for 25 years. I have two sons.
Both of them were born in Washington D.C.

They both attended D.C. Public Schools from
elementary school through high school. I am a
retired educator. I taught school for 30 vyears.
While my children were in school I was president of
the PTA.

And, I say all of this to let you know that
I am very tied in to our community, which is a
wonderful community. I do want to tell you, because
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Burke Street has come up so frequently here tonight,
that I have one son, who tried desperately to get a
house on Burke Street.

He put two bids in and he did not get the
house, he ended up buying a house on Massachusetts
Avenue. One of the reasons that he was really
interested in getting a house on Burke Street was
because he knew that Saint Coletta was going in there
and the development down there.

And he felt that it would be a very wise
investment. So, not everybody 1is concerned about
what the traffic will do, these buses going in. The
one thing, Mr. Hood, that you asked Ms. Raimo, was
about community support for the school.

And I think you have hear from Mr. Jarbo
that he, in fact, very much -- I hope I’'m saying it
correctly for him -- supports the education that
takes place at Saint Coletta.

I think that if any of you walked into that
school, you would be absolutely amazed and delighted
with the commitment that these teachers have. And I
can this as an educator.

These teachers believe that every child can
learn, and they are committed to taking these, our
neediest children, and moving them to a level where

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

146

they can function in some way independently.

I think you saw the pictures, you could see
the joy in their faces, and the joy in the people
around them. This 1is because of the education that
takes place in that building.

I don’t believe that we have that in D.C.
Public Schools at this time. And I think that is why
D.C. Public Schools was so excited about Saint
Coletta coming there.

And they wanted to ensure that 100 percent
of the slots at that school could be available for
D.C. Public Schools.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to wrap it
up.

MS. DONOVAN: Okay. The other thing I'm
very concerned about is this talk about the school
having to build the road and the cost of it, and the
thought that Saint Coletta has so much money.

I would say to you, that as adults, we
determine where our money goes. And I'm afraid that
too much of our decisions have gone into roads,
rather than into education, and that every penny that
would go into whatever it costs to build that road,
would come out of what was meant to be spent for
those children.
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And those children need that money spent on
them. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou. Mr.
Duncan?

MR. DUNCAN: My name 1is John Duncan. My
wife and I have lived on Capitol Hill since 1975. We
have son, John Chandler Duncan who 1is now 27 years
old, who has reasonably severe mental retardation.

John lives with us at our home on

Independence Avenue, near 12t Street and
Independence. We are about seven blocks from the
site. Capitol Hill has been a good place for our son

to grow up.

The community is stimulating, diverse, and
friendly. John currently attends the day program at
Saint Coletta in Alexandria, Virginia. Before that,
after he graduated from the Kennedy Institute where
he went to regular school, up above Buchanan Street,
by the hospital, he attended Capitol Hill Support
Program, which was run out of the basement of Capitol
Hill Hospital.

When we had him in that program it became
very apparent to us that the program simply wasn’t
working for him. The setting was rather dreary, and
the program was unimaginative.
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And we set out to look for an alternative
place, and found Saint Coletta, and through the
Medicaid waver program had him attending school out
there. The program, we can tell you, 1is very well
run, and very professional.

The building and the grounds are very well
maintained. The staff and the people who run the
institute are very responsive to parents, as near as
I can tell, responsive to the city, and responsive to
the community.

And we believe that this 1s a great
opportunity before the city, this proposal that’s in
front of you, and we very much hope that you will
take the opportunity and bless it so that it can move
forward. Thank you.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Duncan.

Any questions for this panel? Mr. May.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, one question for
Ms. Donovan. You mentioned that DCPS was so excited
about Saint Coletta coming into the District. And

I’'m wondering what that’s based on since we haven’t
heard anything directly from DCPS.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Would you turn on your
microphone.

MS. DONOVAN: I was at a meeting where the
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Head of Special Education for D.C. Public Schools, I
think he was recently hired, spoke glowingly about
this partnership.

And during that discussion, 1t may have
been an ANC meeting, I don’t know, but that is where
the 1idea came up that since the education was so
wonderful, then D.C. Public School Students should
have first right to all of the slots there.

And I think that that is an agreement that
they came to. So I know that the D.C. Public School
has been involved in 1it. And I don’t know why
everything had -- they’re not answering you.

But I think Peggy has said that they are
overwhelmed. They have had some court cases, I know.
And they have had to have some people removed from
positions in special-ed.

And that was in the paper this summer. So,
you know, they may be all wound up in that. And
that’s one of our problems with D.C. Public Schools,
is they’re always putting out fires, and costing us a
lot of money in legal fees putting those fires out.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any questions?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I just wanted to
comment to the vyoung lady that spoke first. I
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thought that was Ms. Donovan.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Ms. O’Brien.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Ms. O’Brien, I take
some bad notes too. I appreciate your explanation, I
just want to make a comment. I appreciate your
explanation about the architecture.

Maybe that is the case. I will relook at
it. But, since I’'ve been in the Commission, we try
to make it fit 1in with the <character of the
surrounding neighborhood.

I'’ve never heard it actually put the way
that you put it. Even in the Applicant’s submission,
they mentioned they tried to make the architecture
like within the surrounding neighborhood.

But to say that it’s something different,
and stands out -- I will re-visit that.

MS. O’BRIEN: Thank you.

VICE CHATRPERSON HOOD: I have never heard
it put that way. That’s kind of where I'm coming
from. Thank you.

MS. O’BRIEN: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: She is an educator, so
there you go.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Oh, okay.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: You’ve been educated.
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Mr. DePuy, any questions for this panel? Mr. Jarbo
any questions for the panel?

MR. JARBO: No.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you all.
Anyone else who wants to testify in support? You
want to testify in support? Were you sworn? Then
you need to come forward. Raise your right hand and
Ms. Schellin will swear you in.

(Whereupon, the witness was sworn.)

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Did you fill out two
witness cards?

MS. SIMMONS: No, I haven’t.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: You can do that after
you testify, but make sure the reporter gets it.
Take a seat. You will have three minutes. Push the
light, there you go. State your name for the record.

MS. SIMMONS: Hi, I’'m Star Simmons, and I
work at Saint Coletta. But I am going to be real
brief, because I'm nervous. But, I'm coming to you
as not a worker from Saint Coletta, but a parent of a
student that goes to DCPS.

And I just really want to address the issue
like the young lady about the design. My daughter
goes to DCPS. It is the ugliest school that I can
imagine.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

152

And it’s not the first one. I'm a D.C.
Resident --

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: What school is she in?

MS. SIMMONS: She’s in middle school. So
maybe you can get some bright colors up there. But
the thing is that I believe he -- I don’t want to
misword him -- but he just said ugly.

And those designs -- we are creating an
atmosphere for students, for children. They love
colors. They love this. And so do I. I chose to

work at Saint Coletta because 1t 1s a beautiful

school.

And to see -- creating something that is
right with the atmosphere and everything. My dad
lives on 15 Street, my mom lives on Bening Road. So

I'm very familiar with that area.

And, I 1like history too. But it’s dark.
To have Dbright stuff there, beautiful things,
flowers, that’s what children need to the floors.
And that’s what I think Saint Coletta is offering.

I just think that beauty is in the eye of
the beholder. And to say that that design is just
ugly -- who’s beholding the beauty of 1it? And I
think that children need that.

My daughter asks me every day, mom I wish T
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could go to Saint Coletta, because she comes to visit
my class. And I walked in the halls really quick --
and I know that they did not, because they didn't
call me back.

The thing i1s that, I went to wuse the
bathroom, and literally, it is brown, it looks 1like
Jail. And I went and I said to the special
education, no wonder these children are acting the
way they act, it brown and gray.

It is ugly. That is what ugly is. And it
is a lot of schools around that neighborhood. If he

took a drive through, look at the outside of those

buildings.

They are hideous. The windows -- we are
offering a beautiful school. And I am not -- I am
just a parent that knows what Dbeauty is. I will

welcome it into my community.

And I 1live 1in Anacostia, 1literally the
ghetto. So I know what ugly is. So, you know, I'm
just like, that is just a beautiful building and I
think we should consider that.

And 1like the young lady, everything does
not have to be the same all the time. Sometimes you
have to welcome change. And children definitely
love, I don’t know if I’'m saying the word right, but
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whimsical, or whatever that is.
I think children love that. They thrive on
color, and I Jjust want you to kind of look at that

when you look at the design.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms.
Simmons. Anybody have any questions for Ms. Simmons,
Mr. DePuy, Mr. Jarbo? Thanks a 1lot. We will not

have any outbursts of any kind, supportive or
otherwise. Thank you.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: All right, now we are
ready to move to folks in opposition. We will have
Mr. Barrows, David Barrows, Francis Campbell, Inez
Jenkins, Jennifer Ellingston. Mr. Barrows 1s going
to get five minutes, Mr. Campbell is going to get
three minutes because the ANC has already testified.

I have two people down for DCHCC, Ms.
Jenkins, are you going to take the five minutes for
that? Okay, so you will have three minutes, and then
Ms. Ellingston 1s representing the Statehood Green
Party, and she will have five minutes.

So we will Jjust move down the table then,
we will start with Mr. Barrows, Ms. Jenkins, Mr.
Campbell, and so forth. Go ahead.

MR. BARROWS: Hi, I live at 1528 D Street,
so I am in the neighborhood.
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And your name-?

MR. BARROWS: David Barrows.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.

MR. BARROWS: I went to four of those
meetings at Reservation 13, and it was apparent to
all of us that Saint Coletta had come in there and it
was a done deal, so to speak, and yet we were being
asked for our opinion of what we wanted done with the
land.

We came up with a conclusion we want a
health park. But beyond that, there is something to
consider in that the District is considering bringing
back a hospital to those grounds, as mentioned in
Saturday’s paper.

Many of our neighbors and residents of the
District expect a hospital to be built down there.
And this very land that Saint Coletta has laid claim
to, right adjacent to the metro stop, was the land
originally set aside for the rebuilding of the
hospital since it had come into disrepair.

It is disturbing to me that this land was
given to Saint Coletta Dbehind everybody’s Dback.
Sharon Ambrose told us at the fourth meeting, after
we were 1in consternation, where did Saint Coletta
come from, she said, I have a very good neighbor and
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friend, Sharon Raimo, who has this private school,
and I decided she should have some of the land down
there.

That’s how she put it to us. And it was
not an open bid land thing. This was down before
people knew about the transfer of land coming from
the federal government to the District.

This was done from insiders, council
members, not consulting their neighborhoods or the
people who voted for them, but deciding that their
friends should have access to this land without
competition.

And then we had to go to three meetings to
find out where this came from. This 1is the Dbest
parcel of the land, adjacent to the metro center. If
a hospital is to be rebuilt, as it seems to be coming
about, it should have the prior access to that metro
stop.

And I would caution vyou people on this
board to remember that that was originally for the
hospital, that land. And if it is to be rebuilt, as
it looks 1like it will be in that area, somewhere
around there, perhaps it should have the priority to
that metro stop.

And all lands that are given to
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institutions or leased, at least for a dollar a year,
it should be done with everybody’s consent, the
citizen’s consent.

More than that, we need to remember that
Saint Coletta is a private school, 30,000 dollars per
student, and that it is not a total charity. 30,000
dollars is money.

And they should have something to give back
to the District for 30,000 dollars a student. But
finally, that’s the most important thing, that we are
going to be considering rebuilding the hospital.

There 1is no excuse for making this plan
centered around Saint Coletta’s school. There 1is
more importance to this land than one institution,

especially a hospital coming back.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr.
Barrows. Ms. Jenkins?
MS. JENKINS: Good evening, and thank you

for giving me the opportunity to discuss this issue.
It is extremely important. I also am with the D.C.

Healthcare Coalition.

My name 1s 1Inez Jenkins. I’'m a native
Washingtonian. I am very concerned about what 1is
going on in the D.C. area in general. I think a lot

of decisions are being made without consultation with
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the D.C. residents.

Sometimes things even appear to be
democratically implemented when they aren’t. I also
attended those charettes. We even started calling
them charette-charades because Reservation 13 was
presented to us, as David just said, as being open to
the public for comment with a plot of land that
nobody would really discuss until it was revealed
that Saint Coletta had this and this was a given not
to be discussed, not to be taken back.

This was something that the D.C. residents
had to accept as a given. And I think it’s
disgraceful. D.C. Healthcare Coalition 1is looking
out for 80,000 wuninsured ©people here in the
Washington area.

I think that you cannot do what you have
been commissioned to do. Now, with the whole area of
Reservation 13, up in the air, we have Council Member
Chavous who is going to introduce a bill tomorrow in
regard to building a hospital on that land.

There are no specifications open and ready
for you to review at this point. We don’t know how
large, how much land will be required for this
hospital.

But, D.C. needs a hospital, 80,000 people
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need a hospital. And this is what I am here to
discuss and to support. Saint Coletta, I'm sure has
a wonderful program.

However, a dollar a year is not what D.C.
residents want anybody to have without our consent.
The D.C. Public Schools should really be handling
that, but that’s beside the point.

You need 30 to 60 days after Council Member
Chavous’ proposal 1is presented before you can make
any logical decision about that land. Thank you.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou. Let me
just, before we go to Mr. Campbell, the whole
disposition process, while I understand that you have
concerns, that’s beyond the purview of our
commission.

So, it would be more helpful if you would
deal specifically with the land use issues. Those
comments would be most helpful to wus. But I
understand that you have alternative --

MS. JENKINS: ©No, I'm saying that if there
is going to be a hospital built there, that does
affect what you’re going to do.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: I understand that, but
you were mentioning about a dollar a year, and all --

MS. JENKINS: Yes, but I'm saying my main
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point is that if there is going to be a hospital
built, the bill is going to be introduced tomorrow, I
don’t see how you can make a logical decision.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: I got that point.

MS. JENKINS: Okay.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: I was actually
focusing on another part of your testimony.

MS. JENKINS: All right, thank you.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Just that, for the
folks going forward to be most helpful to us.

MS. JENKINS: All right, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Campbell?

MR. CAMPBELL: My name is Francis Campbell,
Madam Chairman. I am the ANC Commissioner 6B-10,
also it is my single-member district that is impacted
mostly by Saint Coletta.

And, personally, as a resident I have lived
on Burke Street for 27 vyears. I'm a District
resident, native born, I have five sons who have all
attended public school.

I have a brother who’s retarded, I have
nephews who have disability problems. I'm a former
respiratory therapist. And I have worked in health
care for over 27 years, and I have worked in every
kind of facility, of every type of patient, including
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burn, transplant, and in a hospital for sick children
here on Punky Hill Road.

So I am well versed with what Saint Coletta
does. All right, I am not opposed to the school.
What I am opposed to, what my constituency is opposed
to, 1is where they are located on this prime site.

We felt that the site could be Dbetter
utilized by the community at large with something
else, commercial development, rather than putting in
a school, which is going to serve a select group out
of the community, along with a facility that we don’t
feel that there is a need for, as far as a community
amenity.

We have a Holy Comforter at Saint
Cyprian’s, we have Saint Dominic’s, we have Eastern,
we have Elliot Junior High School, we have a number
of places, the Stadium, the Armory, we have a number
of facilities that people can meet at.

All right, so why 1is it that Saint Coletta
has to have the prime spot on this whole entire
reservation? I have worked the D.C. General. I
mean, I have worked in a number of places.

All right, so looking at this, I find my
constituency, which is predominantly seniors, right
there in the Burke Street, Bay Street, C Street area,
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they don’t always have access to email.

A lot of them are angry about this because
they feel it was a done deal without their input. My
constituency does not want them on the corner. They
feel that the community could be better served with
something else on that corner.

They have no objection with Saint Coletta
going somewhere else on Reservation 13, but certainly
not here, certainly not with metro tie-in. And
again, the building is god-awful ugly.

It does not fit in with the characters in
the neighborhood, there are no Dblue Dbuildings
anywhere in the neighborhood. When Saint Coletta did
their presentation and showed pictures, those
pictures are of Holy Comforter’s church which 1is
above 14" Street, the townhouse project at 6™ and
Pennsylvania Avenue.

The only places that they actually showed
that it was immediately adjacent to the neighborhood
is the three apartment buildings right here on
Independence Avenue.

But the entire rest of that area, which is
immediately adjacent to their property, are single
family homes, which are brick. They are not concrete
they are not Dblue stucco, you know, they are not
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colored, they are not whimsical, they are not toon-

town gone made.

They are not into those things. They are
homes. My sons who range from ages six to 19 who
attended Public Schools all think it’s ugly. All

right, and I posted it there, and I have not said
anything about it.

I said this is what they propose to build.
My 19 year old was laughing at it. My 18 vyear old
laughs at it.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: You need to wrap it up
now Mr. Campbell.

MR. CAMPBELL: So, I'm 1looking this as
Commissioner. Yes I’'m opposed to it. As an
individual that’s living in that block I’'m opposed to
it. And all my constituency are opposed to it.

If they would go somewhere else in the

property we have no problem with it.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou. Ms.
Ellingston?

MS. ELLINGSTON: Thank vyou, my name 1is
Jennifer Ellingston. I live on Maryland Avenue. I'm
in the six ward. I am one of those of public that

Andy Altman mentioned many times that they had many

public meetings to have public participation in this
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plan.

And I have to agree with the other people
who have just spoken, that, in fact, buried in the
rhetoric, the year given was wrong. I have on my
papers May 2000 was the first meeting that I went to.

I know I'm wondering a little but I have to
give the picture because I feel a wrong picture has
been given. And I know it’s -- anyway, but somehow
things have to be operated in a better mode.

And this 1is not a good example. We, the
public, by law are allowed to participate. There
were many consultants who did design, design, design,
and, as has been said, Saint Coletta was not visible,
we did not know.

And when we tried to say, well what about
this piece of property, and it finally came out in
the third meeting that oh well, that’s already been
taken.

And the condition unto which it was taken,
which we oppose, I realize that’s not within your
purview, I'm sorry to get out of bounds a little bit.
I personally, how could I be against Saint Coletta-?

Obviously, I think it’s needed, I think
it’s urgent. I think it has all the wvirtues that
they declare it has. But I thought the public
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hospital was equally urgent, even more so.

And every time that we have those meetings
half of the public there, well probably more said
where will we have our public hospital? That was
wiped off the map every time.

It never showed up. Not only did we want a
public hospital, we wanted a nursing school attached
to it and a community college to be considered. But
no, Saint Coletta was the item that was absolute.

The rest of the time was spent, maybe
talking about the Olympics. I Jjust bring that up
because it’s part of the picture. So all I'm getting
at i1s that I know that is somewhat the wrong venue
for this, but the public has not been heard the way
it should have been heard, and it’s not against Saint
Coletta as such.

But, how can we possibly give away, not to
mention at a dollar a year, but give away that amount
of property and not ask for our D.C. students to go
there for free, or for a very nominal sum as a minor
return on our giving them the land to have that
property with no tax.

So, yes I'm here to say that what happened
to the hospital, and I feel that the Comprehensive
Plan, which we’ve always talked about, should have
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been comprehensive, and not Jjust focused on Saint
Coletta. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou. Questions
for this panel? Anyone have questions. Mr. Hood?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Yes, Madam Chair, I
just wanted to ask Mr. Campbell, he mentioned in his
testimony a select group, other than students with
disabilities. What select group are you speaking of?

MR. CAMPBELL: In what context?

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: You said the
facility being used for a select group. Other than
people with disabilities, what other select group?

MR. CAMPBELL: That is the select group.
I'm saying simply that the facility, despite whatever
it is that they do, they are only going to serve a
small segment of the population.

And that population is going to be people
with cognitive disabilities. Now, vyou have that
right there at that metro site. All of those people
are going to be bussed in.

They could use the metro. They get to use
metro as far as whatever it 1is that the school 1is
going to do as far as training. The other people who
are going to use metro are going to be a smaller
select group, which are going to be their staff.
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So, again, how does that Dbenefit the
community? It’s definitely not in the building.

VICE CHATRPERSON  HOOD: You raise a
question that maybe I should have asked earlier. Do
we know that all of the kids are going to be bused
in?

MR. CAMPBELL: Yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Have vyou heard
that?

MR. CAMPBELL: Yes, I’ve been told that all
of the children will be bused in to the facility,
that none of the children will use metro, that all
the children will be bused in.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Let me ask this,
anybody can answer this, I believe this was in front
of the City Council. Did anybody testify about Saint
Coletta in front of City Council that’s sitting at
the table here now?

MR. CAMPBELL: Again, the other thing is
that, the community which 1is directly impacted, the
Burke Street, Bay Street, C Street, those
individuals, who are primarily seniors, all right,
I've been there 27 vyears, most of them have Dbeen
there 40 years or more, have all said they did not
know, and that in the last few months, and I didn't
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find out about any of this until I became a
Commissioner in January.

And that’s another reason why I was so
opposed to this, because it was never directly given
to the people right there who most directly are
impacted or affected that there’s something going to
be built in there.

We feel we got the jail, we’ve got the
morgue, we’ve got the STD clinic, we’ve got all these
other places, we’ve got halfway halls, boys town.
Every time somebody wants to build something, they
dump it in Ward Six.

All right, so a lot of us are unhappy about
that.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Well, let me just
say this to vyou, I can be very touchy on that
subject. Ward Six 1is not the only one. I’'ve got
some other things that we can put over there and take
out of my neighborhood.

But I can tell you that, I’ll be frankly
honest with you -- well I'm going to stop -- because
I hear that a lot. And there are some things in my
neighborhood that we would 1like to have, and maybe
somebody that complains about some of the things in
front of me, we would like to have those too.
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So, you know, it’s a balancing issue. But
I’'m dealing Jjust with Ward Six right now, so I won’t
bring in no other wards. You are a fairly new
Commissioner.

MR. CAMPBELL: Yes.

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: You’ve had a single
member district meetings with your constituents.

MR. CAMPBELL: Yes, I make it a point to go
out 1in the neighborhood. I should mention, that a
reason why I know a lot of my neighbors is because
every year my family, and I mean all my sons, we
decorate the front of our house for Halloween.

As a matter of fact, we Jjust won one the
little contests that was sponsored by one of the real
estate companies. And we donated the money. We the
money was geared toward Capitol Schools.

Well, we have sent that to two schools that
my sons attend. And I make it a point to go through
my neighbors and talk to them. I have a garden

outside, across the street 1s my mother-in-law’s

yard.

So, I mean, I'm out here in the community a
lot. And I’ve talked about constituencies. And I
emailed those who have access to emails. But still

going around the neighborhood and talking to people,
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a lot of them are angry about this.

They’ve said what’s with the school going
down here? And that’s the first thing they say is a
school on top of the jail, on top of the morgue. And
they tick off all these things.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I can name some
more that can go over there.

MR. CAMPBELL: I understand that, but I'm
saying this is what -- you see a lot of the people
are upset because they feel 1like it’s one more thing
being dumped in their neighborhood, without their
knowledge, because they don’t feel like they had any
input.

Every time this has been presented, it has
been presented with this 1s Reservation 13, you
cannot talk about this particular property, because
Saint Coletta is going in, period.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: But they’re not
objecting to serving students or children with
disabilities.

MR. CAMPBELL: ©No, they’re not objecting to
the students. They’re not objecting to anything that
Saint Coletta does. They are objecting to where they
want to be, their position on this property, and the
design of the building.
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VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay.

MR. CAMPBELL: It does not fit in with the
character of the neighborhood. If you drive through
in that neighborhood, 1like I said, C Street, Burke
Street, Bay Street, 17t Street, 180 Street, there
are no blue stucco buildings.

There are no three story buildings over
here that have colors, that are whimsical, that look
like legos. There are no places around that 1look
like that.

You know, when you start talking about the
ceilings and rooftops, yes go up on Pennsylvania
Avenue, go up above 14™ Street. Go up above, but
right there in that immediately adjacent area, there
are single family homes, two story family homes with
basements.

And 1it’s residential parking. And in
regards to one of your other questions, yes we do
have a concern with the amount of traffic that is
going to come down Burke Street 1in the event --
because 19" Street is one way, leaving the city,
which is a major egress, going out in the evening,
along with Independence Avenue, how much traffic
we’re going to get.

Because we feel Burke Street 1s fairly
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isolated. We are a one block street. And basically,
the only people who drive down the street are the
people who live on it. And now you’re going to open
it up.

You’re going to extend it so now we have to
deal with additional traffic trying to get into
Reservation 13, along with buses. That’s why we were
so adamant about not having bus traffic from Saint
Coletta on the street.

We don’t want any of that. We want to try
to maintain the flavor. And we definitely don’t want
to see squares, triangles, rectangles, circles, there
are none of those on that area -- none of those
anywhere in that area, other than the Armory, and if
you wanted to separate that area, yes.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: So I'm not going to
belabor this, Madam Chair, but the comments from the
young lady, who I thought was very interesting, and
also gave me a different insight on it was, I think
Star Simmons.

Okay, Ms. Simmons, and as she was saying
how kids 1look at that, that gave me a different
perception from what I had earlier. Let this go on
the record -- I’'ve never said the design was ugly.

I just want to know whether the design --
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that may have com from somebody else, but it didn't
come from this commissioner. What I said was I
wanted to make sure it was within the character of
the surrounding neighborhood.

And that can be debated yes or no. But
then again, the young lady who mentioned about the
learning disability, kids who have disabilities, when
they look at different shapes or whatever -- maybe
that’s the way we’re going.

You know, sometimes we have to make the
adjustments for the 21°% Century. But I’m not going
to sit here and deliberate now. We’ll do that at a
different time.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: But I appreciate
your input, thank you.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Any questions. Mr.
DePuy, any questions?

MR. DEPUY: No.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Jarbo, any
questions?

MR. JARBO: No questions.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you to you all.
And when we'’re done with the testimony and
opposition, I am going to put the question -- I know,
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I'm not done with the testimony and opposition yet.

But I just wanted to tea something up. I
am going to ask Mr. Altman to address the theme that
that panel brought up, which is basically from a
panning perspective, why 1s Saint Coletta the
appropriate use for what is being characterized.

And you may agree with the characterization
or take issue with it, that this is the prime spot on
Reservation 13. So if you could think about that,
and we’ll ask for a response after we finish.

I have an E. Powell, Susan Coleman. Anyone
else who’d like to testify in opposition? Okay, then
we just have these two folks here. Turn on the mic,

yes, push the button in the center of the base.

MS. POWELL: Okay. Good evening
Commissioners. I am Evanna Powell, a resident,
citizen and tax payer of the District of Columbia. I

am here in my 1individual capacity to express my
opposition to Saint Coletta request for a planned
unit development at, and a map amendment of
Reservation 13, the D.C. General Campus.

I oppose the PUD and zoning change because
the District of Columbia does not own Reservation 13.
The D.C. General Campus -- the Federal Government
owns Reservation 13, and therefore, the Zoning
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Commission, with due respect, lacks the authority to
zone federal ©property, and therefore lacks the
authority to zone Reservation 13.

The District does not own Reservation 13
because October 2002 letter of transfer of
Jjurisdiction Reservation 13 from the Federal
Government to the District failed to transfer a title
to the District.

I oppose this request because the attempted
purported letter of transfer failed to transfer title
because the letter does not contain all the federal
signatures that is approval.

The only federal signature that is approval
in the letter is the signature of the administrator
of the Government Services Administration, and not
the additional signature that 1is approval of the
Director of the Office of Management and Budget, as
required by the code of Federal Regulations.

I oppose Saint Coletta request Dbecause
Reservation 13, the D.C. General Campus, was not in
June of ’'02, when the transfer request was made, and
is not now excess real estate, which is the stated
basis for the transfer.

Since 1846 until 2001 Reservation 13, D.C.
General Campus, was used as a Public Hospital, and
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continues to be used as a Jjail. Moreover,
Reservation 13, as of today, continues to be used for
Medical purposes.

I oppose Saint Coletta’s request based on
changed circumstances, deteriorated circumstances in
excess to, and delivery of health care 1in the
District since Saint Coletta made its request in July
of "03.

The District has no public hospital. The
privatized substitute provider 1is in Dbankruptcy.
Losses, hospital accreditation, assets were scheduled
to have been sold by the bankruptcy court October the
29" of ’03.

And to date, the privatized substitute
ultimate status 1s unknown to this speaker. Last
week Howard University withdrew its bid to buy the
substitute provider.

And 1in this past Saturday’s Washington
Post, I read the Mayor said Howard University would
build and operate a new hospital on Reservation 13.
I oppose Saint Coletta’s request for the PUD and map
amendment for the stated reason, and because I find a
decision at this time would be premature in light of
the District’s current health crisis and questions
about the District’s ownership of Reservation 13.
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I request that the Zoning Commission table
this matter until the ownership has been clarified
and the District has decided what it will do to guide
and mitigate health care crisis in the District in
providing a hospital facilities for its citizens at

the D.C. General Campus. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you wvery much.
Well done 1n three minutes. Then we have Ms.
Coleman. I need you to turn on your mic at the base.

There you go.

MS. COLEMAN: My name is Susan Coleman. I
too am with the D.C. Health Care Coalition. I am not
against Saint Coletta. I think it is an appropriate
use, truthfully. A school for retarded children on a
hospital campus.

But what I really fear is that this might
be just a beginning of an incursion of just creating
another property of, say, commercial usage, and the
hospital will never happen again, that this will
suddenly begin catapulting into just development and
development.

That has been happening throughout out
South East. It has been an eyesore, these wonderful
buildings that look like the Southeast 0ld town, are
becoming really eye sores or big white elephants.
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They look similar, certainly. But they
become grotesque. And I think we have to be ever so
careful about this. My past occupation, by the way,
was also recreation therapy.

And speaking of Dbright colors, Dbright
colors are very necessary for the upbeat, the
attitude, and so forth. Now I will go on with that,
except it should be inside, not outside.

Our ©property does not look 1like Saint
Coletta. I live right around the corner. And I
dread the thought of having to see something like
that.

So anyhow, that’s primarily what I wanted
to say.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank you.

MS. COLEMAN: I'm in favor of the school,
you know, 1f they contain the architecture, make it
more appropriate for the area. I think that that
school is appropriate for the campus.

But we should not ever ruin the possibility
of getting our D.C. General back for the public.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, thank vyou. Any
questions? Mr. DePuy? Mr. Jarbo? Okay, thank you
ladies. Mr. Altman, 1if you don’t mind, before we
hear form Mr. DePuy on rebuttal, just responding to
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that general question that I posed.

MR. ALTMAN: I think there are a number of
ways to address that. First of all, I’d say that
ultimately there are going to be many prime sites in
this location, because, overall, you have to remember
that this is, vyou know, roughly five acres of an
overall fifty-plus acre opportunity in the long term.

And I say opportunity, I mean both for
health care facilities, for residential, for mixed
use. I mean nothing in the Master Plan precludes --
in fact, the adoption by Council looks at areas where
health care and a hospital could, in fact, be built.

The reason that this site, I think was
appropriate, in the context of the Master Plan, was
one, when we looked at the institutional uses, which
would be a long Independence Avenue, so we actually,
in the Master Plan, there are three different sort of
zones, 1f you will, different kinds of land uses.

The Independence Avenue zone 1s really
looked at for institutional wuses, Dbe that health
care, school, education, and those kinds of
facilities, because of one, the access that you have
off of Independence, being that vyou have both car
access, you have the metro access there.

It really is a thoroughfare that connects
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over to both east of the river and into Capitol Hill.
So it 1is a good place for institutions to locate.
The next zone is residential and mixed use.

Then following that is a commercial =zone
and a mixed use zone to Mass Ave. So, first of all,
it 1is appropriately located 1in terms of |use.
Secondly, in terms of transition, I think Saint
Coletta’s facility, putting aside the question of
architectural style, which has been a subject of long
discussion, but as a transition, in terms of its bulk
and massing, and the density of the site does make a
transition from the residential use on 19" Street to
the Campus.

In other words, so that on the other side
of 19" Street, you don’t have the effect of having a
low-rise development, and then suddenly a very
jarring, potentially high-rise development.

Because of the slope of the site, actually,
your heights increase as you get closer to the river,
therefore maintaining, at 1least our idea 1is, you
maintain the view and the view corridor to the water
front so that vyou don’t have larger buildings
transitioning to smaller scale buildings, Jjust the
opposite, because of the topography.

So this makes that nice transition. So in
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terms of use it fits, in terms of institutional. In
terms of scale, it fits, in terms of neighborhood
transition.

And third, vyou know, in terms of Saint
Coletta has made a very strong case about the access
to metro, both for their teachers, as well as how
they train students, and for some of the adult
students that are there.

So there was a very strong connection of
their need for a metro access. And this gave them
that opportunity to do that. And so it did take
advantage of the metro and that corner in that way.

So it’s not the only site that in a way 1is
going to be a prime site on this campus, that was --
either way you have 40 other acres as well, that’s
going to be very prime site.

But overall, it seemed to fit those
criteria of wuse, of compatibility, and a use that
would take advantage of the metro, and of the access.
And as you look at the access need, in terms of what
they in need in terms of bringing students in, having
that access to Independence Avenue, it’s very easy to
take, vyou know, a bus or transportation off of that
access, which is obviously important in terms of the
school, and in terms of also how parking requirements
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could be located with adjacencies to the school.

The other thing is, there was a site that
was available. Other sites at Reservation 13 will
take more, over time, the sorting out of the public
health facilities, and what will be the future of
those.

The extension of Massachusetts Avenue,
there was a site that also was one of those that was,
you know, more readily available. And, at the time,
this was under greater federal control.

And today we do have a transfer that allows
much more local control that we had. And it seemed
to be both. It fit from the site planning, and from
the opportunity that was there, to have a school here
sooner, rather than later, that could serve District
children.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, I think it
was important to get that on the record, since that
specific picture, if you will, wasn’t in your report,
per se, 1in response to some of the issues that were
raised tonight. So, Mr. DePuy, rebuttal.

MR. DEPUY: Madam Chair, and Members of the
Commission, in 1lieu of rebuttal, I Jjust prefer to
give a closing statement if the commissioner is ready

for that.
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CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Sure, great.

MR. DEPUY: Madam Chair, and Members of the
Commission, I think you have to consider what this
case 1s about, and what it’s not about. What this
case 1is about is a re-zoning and a PUD by a private
school serving very special but developmentally
disadvantaged youngsters, and a few adults.

You have heard a lot of testimony today.
But vyou’ve heard testimony with respect to health
care crisis in the District, about whether or not
this is a prime site.

You have heard testimony about whether
Saint Coletta aught to give free tuition to D.C.
residents. But you haven’t heard from the opponents
about the specifics of the application.

This is an application for a private school
on a specific site that has been leased, by the
District Government, to Saint Coletta. The lease was
subject to a public hearing.

The D.C. Council considered many of the
arguments that you heard here tonight, and rejected
those arguments. The D.C. Council made a
determination that the lease was appropriate, the use
was appropriate, subject, obviously, to zoning, and
that this was an appropriate wuse 1in the public
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interest based on the criteria that it considered in
respects to its lease.

But what this application Dbefore vyou
tonight is about is a particular building, about a
particular height, a particular FAR, a particular
landscaping, and parking.

And vyou have not heard people, by and
large, complain or argue, or have criticisms with
respect to those items. Most of the concerns vyou
have heard tonight are either legally not germane to
the application or were descending by another agency
or belonged before another agency, by and large.

And what we would ask you to consider is
the application before you, the rezoning SP-1, the
PUD application, the use that’s before you, the FAR,
and the height, and the yards, and the parking, and
the loading, and the site <circulation, and the
amenities which are considerable.

The amenities, I want to draw your
attention to the amenities. This is not an
application in which a commercial developer 1is
offering a community room on the ground floor of an
apartment building or an office building, as kind of
a side to the community.

This Applicant, though it’s getting very
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little from the PUD, is in fact offering not only a
tremendous service to the District, but it’s offering
very valuable, and very important facilities to the
public.

A gymnasium, which is a very significant
facility, is being made available to the public in
the evenings, and on weekends. Meeting rooms of
considerable size are being made available.

A public, what’s been referred to as the
Public Green, down the middle of the building 1is
being made available. Kitchen and catering
facilities are also being made available.

These are very considerable amenities that
are being made available by a charitable organization
that does not have the resources to undertake the
construction of city streets, but is willing to do
what it can to make its facilities available to the
public.

In addition, vyou heard a testimony with
respect to the trading that it proposes to do, the
partnerships that it hopes to do with Eastern High
School, and with other facilities 1in the area, to
provide training, and to ©provide Jjobs for D.C.
residents.

Again, Saint Coletta gets very 1little

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

186

benefit from the PUD because, unlike most developers,
it’s not asking for additional height or change in
zoning, or additional FAR.

It is, nevertheless, offering significant
amenities to the community, to the public, and to the
neighbors in this area. So we ask you to focus on
what the application is about, and not about many of
the arguments which you have heard here tonight,
which, unfortunately, are not really relevant to the
application Dbefore vyou, and in many cases, not
subject to the jurisdiction of the Zoning Commission.
Thank you.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank vyou, Mr. DePuy.
Let’s run down the list of additional things. And I
think it’s in the spirit of just having the amenities
that are being offered, you know, completely
understood, and in a form that is enforceable, that
we’re going to ask for some of these additional
submissions.

First, you had offered to provide a copy of
the lease to the Commission. So that would be an
item on your 1list, and all those materials that you
had provided to the Office of Planning, that you had
on the one screen, in response to the list in their
October 24 report.
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We have asked for an additional submission
regarding the parking in the event that the village
green is used for large functions, how that will be
handled.

We have asked for an exhibit to illustrate
where the bicycle parking will be located in response
to the DDOT report. I would ask, in addition,
including the provision regarding large events, that
the transportation management plan be formalized,
just those things that Mr. George and I went through
when he articulated what the Applicant’s position
was, Jjust that that would be put into an enforceable
transportation management plan.

And then for the Office of Planning, if you
would, as Mr. May requested, follow up with DCPS, but
also ask the DDOT for a few things. Mr. George had
mentioned that Mr. Laden had reviewed the loading
configuration and was willing to submit a
supplemental report on that, since wasn’t included in
their original report.

That would be helpful to get for the
record. We do need to have some follow-up form them
on the importance of, from their perspective, of
Burke Street being built to the street standard, in
light of the fact that the Applicant, at this point,
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is unwilling to undertake that expense.

And then, in response to one of the issues
that the ANC raised, 1if they could address the
potential for bus traffic on Burke Street, and what
might be done to make sure that that doesn't become
onerous.

And those were the three things that I had
to follow up with DDOT for. And I did have one note,
in response to something that Mr. Jarbo raised
regarding the retaining wall.

Mr. DePuy, one of the things that would be
helpful to me, is if we could get a rendering that
would show from looking if you were on the driveway
going in an Eastbound direction, what would that look
like when you hit that corner.

And then if you could imagine Burke Street
being extended for half a block or something. I know
there’s a driveway there, and you could perhaps use
that as a point of reference.

There’s an existing driveway that I think,
I don’t know 1if it’s abandoned or not, but it’s on
the parcel that’s adjacent to parcel one. And what
would that look like, so that we could get a sense of
if Burke Street were extended, what are we looking at

at that corner.
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That would be helpful to us. Does anyone
else have anything else? And Mr. Altman, you were
going to get us a copy of the Master Plan, yes. Come
on forward.

MR. JARBO: Concerning the additional
submissions by the Applicant, will the ANC have a
chance to review that?

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Absolutely, we are
going to set a time table for them to make the
submissions, which they will serve on the ANC. Then
there will be a period of time for additional comment
by the ANC.

MR. JARBO: And could I ask that that be
sent to my home address? As vyou know, we are
basically volunteer organizations with no staff. And
the mail at the office doesn't always get picked up.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: I'm sure that Mr.
DePuy and his colleague will make sure that you get
the proper materials at the proper address.

MR. JARBO: Great, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Bastida?

MR. BASTIDA: Mr. Hood raised the issue of
the type of Jjob that the First-Source Agreement will
be providing to the community. Do you want a detail
of that-?
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VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: What was it again?

MR. BASTIDA: The type of jobs that the --

VICE CHATIRPERSON HOOD: I think they have
agreed to do that. I don’t --

MR. BASTIDA: Yes, but it’s not on the
list.

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Yes, okay.

MR. BASTIDA: You requested, I Dbelieve,
Madam Chairman, the records of the public meeting for
the Master Plan.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: No the --

MR. BASTIDA: The meeting records for the

Master Plan.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: No, not the meeting
records. We are going to get a copy of the Master
Plan.

MR. BASTIDA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just a copy of the
Master Plan. We don’t need to read the records of

the meetings.

MR. BASTIDA: Okay, the other issue was a
roof plan.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: That’s included in the
materials that Office of Planning requested on our
behalf. But, basically anything that is required

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

191

under Chapter 24 to make a complete application,

including dimensions, and all that good stuff.

MR. BASTIDA: Okay, that concluded my
notes.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. How about a
schedule for submissions? Maybe we will ask Mr.

DePuy how long he thinks it will take to get that
material together.
MR. DEPUY: Madam Chair, we would suggest

three weeks for the Applicant to provide the

materials.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.

MR. BASTIDA: That'’s the week of
Thanksgiving. Do you want to do it on Wednesday or a

Friday? Okay, so it would be due November the 26, by
three o’clock.

And remember that you have to serve it on
the ANC. And then the ANC would have -- when is the
ANC going to be meeting?

MR. JARBO: The ANC will meet the second
Tuesday in December.

MR. BASTIDA: Which is the ninth?

MR. JARBO: Yes, Tuesday the ninth.

MR. BASTIDA: The ninth. Okay, then the
ANC will submit its report on Thursday, December the
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18.

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.

MR. BASTIDA: By three o’clock in the
afternoon. Is that agreeable, Madam Chairman?

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That sounds fine. And
then at that same time we would, if the Applicant
were so inclined, expect to have proposed findings
affecting conclusions of law. Yes?

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Would, you December
18, Dby three p.m. You can provide them -- well,
you might want to wait until the report of the ANC.
Or would you like to do it a little later?

MR. DEPUY: We can do it the 18",

MR. BASTIDA: Okay, all right.

CHATIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay, then. Just to
review, the date for additional submissions by the
Applicant and the Office of Planning and DDOT, if
they were so inclined, must be filed by the 26™ of
November in suite 210 of this building, by three
o’clock that day.

And then there will be an opportunity for
the ANC to respond to those additional submissions
and for the Applicant to file proposed findings of
fact, and conclusions of law, not later than December
18", 2003.
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MR. BASTIDA: Or is it three o’clock also?

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: Yes.

MR. BASTIDA: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON MITTEN: By three o’clock, in
case you didn't hear that. Then we will make a
decision at a regular public meeting, after all the
submissions have been made into the record.

And those meetings are typically held at
1:30 p.m. on the second Monday of each month.
Although sometimes we do change that. And if anyone
is interested in following this case further, you can
contact staff to find out 1if the case 1is on the
Agenda for a particular meeting.

You should also be aware that, should the
Commission propose affirmative action, the proposed
action must be published in the D.C. Register as --
not published in the D.C. Resister.

It has to be referred to the National
Capitol Planning Commission for federal impact
review. And then, after we get NCPC’s response, then
we will take final action at a subsequent public
meeting.

And I'd 1like to thank vyou all for your
participation in our hearing this evening, and your
patience, since 1it’s now rather late. And this
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hearing is adjourned.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 10:41 p.m.)
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